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 SPRINGFIELD BOARD OF EDUCATION    
                                                    NOVEMBER 3, 2014 

REGULAR MEETING 
 
The Springfield Board of Education is committed to providing high quality, efficient 
educational programs through which all students achieve the New Jersey Core 
Curriculum Contents Standards.  Every effort is made to ensure that the district’s 
certificated and support personnel are among the best in their fields. 
The staff and Board of Education are dedicated to maintaining excellence in the delivery 
of child-centered educational programs.  Very simply stated, in Springfield…SCHOOLS 
ARE FOR KIDS! 
 
A Regular Meeting of the Board of Education of the Township of Springfield in the 
County of Union, New Jersey, was held at the Jonathan Dayton High School Instructional 
Media Center-First Floor on Monday, November 3, 2014 at 7:22 P.M. 
 

President’s Statement: Pursuant to the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act, 
Public Law 1975, Chapter 231, the Board Secretary caused notice of the meeting 
to be given to the public and the press on January 6, 2014. 

 
  1.   CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order by Board President, Mrs. Jacqueline Shanes. 
 

Present: Mr. Scott Donner, Mr. Dermot McLeer, Mr. Hector Munoz,  
Mr. Scott Samansky, Mr. Scott Silverstein, Mrs. Patricia Venezia,  
Mr. Steve Wolcott, Mrs. Jacqueline Shanes 
Absent: Mrs. Robin Cornelison 
 
Also Present:   

   Mr. Michael Davino, Superintendent  
   Mr. Matthew Clarke, Business Administrator/Board Secretary 
   Mrs. Ellyn Atherton, Human Resources 

      
      2. CLOSED SESSION (7:23 PM - 7:35 PM) 

 Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mr. McLeer, to suspend the rules of the 
order of business of the Regular Meeting and adjourn to closed conference session 
for the reasons contained in the following resolution:   

 
RESOLUTION 
WHEREAS the Board of Education must discuss subjects concerning matters 
protected by Attorney/Client privilege which is not appropriate subjects to be 
discussed in a public meeting and which are within the exemptions permitted to 
be discussed and acted upon in private session pursuant to P.L. 1975 Chapter 231, 
it is therefore 

 
RESOLVED that the aforesaid subjects shall be discussed in private session by 
this Board and the administrative staff and information pertaining thereto will be 
made available to the public as soon thereafter as possible and once the reasons 
for non-disclosure no longer exist. 
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 Closed Conference Items  
1. Matters protected by Attorney/Client privilege 

 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
3. RECONVENE  

Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mr. Donner, to reconvene to the regular 
meeting at 7:35 PM.  

  
 4. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
      5. COMMUNICATIONS  

1. NJSBA 
A statewide program to help districts meet the challenges of the 21st 
century called Technology for Education and Career, was introduced at 
the Workshop 2014. 

 School Board Notes October 23rd. 
 Reflections from October 22nd & 27th. 
3. NSBA weekly report from October 23rd & 30th . 
4. GSCS eNet from October 24th. 
5. Messiah Reunion Concert will be held at Dayton on November 29th at 7 PM. 

 
      6. MINUTES 

 Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, to approve the following 
minutes: 

 Regular Meeting   - October 20, 2014 
 Executive Meeting   - October 20, 2014 

 
Yeas:  Mrs. Robin Cornelison, Mr. Dermot McLeer, Mr. Scott Samansky, 
Mr. Scott Silverstein Mrs. Patricia Venezia, Mr. Steve Wolcott,  
Mrs. Jacqueline Shanes 
Abstention: Mr. Scott Donner, Mr. Hector Munoz  MOTION CARRIED   
 

      5. SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 
Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mr. Samansky, to accept and approve the 
Superintendent’s Report as presented - 
1. Student/Staff Recognitions  

2014 Varsity Baseball Team players were presented with jackets 
Mountain Division Conference Champion 
North 2 Group 1 Sectional Champion   

2. NJQSAC 
3. HIB Report (The Board will go into closed session at the end of the meeting if 

specific clarification is needed.) 
4. Building Usage Request 

 5. Fund Raiser Request 
 6. Fieldtrip Request 
 

Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   
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       6. PUBLIC SESSION (7:49 PM) 
There were no questions or comments from the public regarding the agenda or 
Superintendent’s Report. 
  

       7. BOARD SECRETARY’S REPORT  
Moved by Mr. McLeer, seconded by Mr. Samansky, to approve the Board 
Secretary’s Report dated September 30, 2014, and that it be received and placed 
on file. 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   

 
       8. TREASURER’S REPORT 

 Moved by Mr. McLeer, seconded by Mr. Samansky, to approve the Treasurer’s 
Report dated September 30, 2014, and that it be received and placed on file. 

 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   

 
       9. LEGAL CERTIFICATION 

 Moved by Mr. McLeer, seconded by Mr. Samansky, “Pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6:20-
2.13 (e) and after review of the Board Secretary’s and Treasurer’s monthly 
financial reports and upon consultation with the appropriate district officials, I 
move the Board certify that to the best of its knowledge as of September 30, 2014, 
no major account or fund has been over expended in violation of N.J.A.C. 6:20-
2.13 (b) and that sufficient funds are available to meet the district’s financial 
obligations for the remainder of the fiscal year. 

 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   

 
     10.  PERSONNEL APPOINTMENTS 

Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mr. Samansky, at the recommendation of 
the Superintendent, approval of the appointment of personnel on the attachment.  
(Attachment C)  
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
 

     11. PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mr. Samansky, at the recommendation of 
the Superintendent, approval of the attached personnel for following courses as 
being eligible for Tuition Grant reimbursement and applicable for advancement 
on the guide.  (Attachment D) 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
      14. SPECIAL EDUCATION PLACEMENTS 

Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mr. Samansky, at the recommendation of 
the Superintendent, I move that the Board of Education approve Special 
Education request for Related Services/Placements on the attachment. 
(Attachment E) 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
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      15. HIB 

Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mr. Samansky, the Board of Education 
affirms the HIB Report previously presented at the following Board meeting: 

October 20, 2014. 
 

Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
 
     16. SPRINGFIELD POLICE MOA 

Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mr. Samansky, at the recommendation of 
the Superintendent, approval of the Memorandum of Agreement between the 
Springfield Board of Education and the Springfield Police Department for the 
2014-15 school year. 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED  

 
      17. BALTIMORE OVERNIGHT FIELD TRIP  

 Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mr. Samansky, at the recommendation of 
the Superintendent, approval of the following overnight field trip – 

• Model UN Conference – John Hopkins, Baltimore, MD  
(February 5 – February 8, 2015). 

 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED  
  

      18. CHANGE ORDER #1 SPARTAN CONSTRUCTION 
Moved by Mrs. Venezia, seconded by Mr. Silverstein, approval of Change Order 
#1 in the amount of $23,832.77 to Spartan Construction Inc., Oakhurst, NJ for 
project number 2014.01. (Attachment D) 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED        

      
      19. MORRIS COUNTY ED SERVICES TRANSPORTATION 

      Moved by Mrs. Venezia, seconded by Mr. Silverstein, approval authorizing the 
Springfield Board of Education to participate in coordinated transportation 
agreements hosted by the Morris County Educational Services Commission for 
the 2014 - 2015 school year.   

 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED        

 
     20.  LEASE PURCHASE FINANCING FOR ESIP 

       Moved by Mrs. Venezia, seconded by Mr. Silverstein, approval of the following 
resolution regarding a 20-year lease purchase financing, for the ESIP initiative 
updating the district efficiencies: (Attachment E) 

 
RESOLUTION 

 
WHEREAS, there is planned a project to perform energy savings initiatives 
(ESIP) at the district schools (the “Project”); and 
 
WHEREAS, the project plan will generate savings over the 20-year initiative; and 
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WHEREAS, the Springfield Board of Education (the “Board”) held a bid (RFP) 
opening for financing the project on October 23, 2014; and 

 
WHEREAS, the bid submitted by TD Equipment Finance, Inc. (B) was 
responsive to the specifications, and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that a contract for the financing of the 
Project shall be awarded to TD Equipment Finance, Inc.; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, upon consultation with Board counsel and 
the Board Financial Advisor, the Business Administrator be and hereby is 
authorized to take any and all action to commence a contract with TD Equipment 
Finance, Inc. 

 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
     21. SUSTAINABLE JERSEY FOR SCHOOLS 

Moved by Mrs. Venezia, seconded by Mr. Silverstein, at the recommendation of 
the Superintendent, I move that the Board of Education approve the attached 
resolution to participate in Sustainable Jersey for Schools. (Attachment F) 

 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
 22. 2ND AND FINAL READING OF POLICIES  

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mr. Munoz, to approve the second and final 
reading of the following policies (Attachment G): 

Policy #3542.1 - Wellness and Nutrition 
Policy #6142.4 - Assessment of Individual Needs  
Policy #5120 - Physical Education 

   Policy #6146   - Graduation Requirements 
 

Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
 
      23. PUBLIC SESSION (7:52 PM) 

There were no comments from the members of the public at this time. 
   
      24. NEW BUSINESS 

1. The Dayton fall drama Lost in Yonkers is November 14th & 15th. 
2. November 4th – Get out and vote on Election Day! 
3. Reminder to BOE members – If you’re unable to attend your assigned PTA 
meeting, please inform your alternate. 
4. Clarification and corrections regarding comments made by a candidate for the 
Board at Candidates night. 
5. Communication 
6. Discussion regarding comments made by a candidate for Township Council 
calling the Land on Top – worthless.  The Board clarified and corrected the 
candidate’s comments. 
7. The PTSO is holding their annual Basket Auction with Pocketbook Bingo on 
November 12th. 
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8. (School Government Committee) – Mr. Davino reviewed a recent memo from 
Commissioner Hespe regarding student participation in Statewide Assessment 
Program (PARCC). 

 
   25. ADJOURNMENT 

Moved by Mr. McLeer, seconded by Mr. Wolcott, to adjourn the regular meeting 
at 8:45 PM.  

 
Upcoming Meetings: 

1. Regular Meeting – November 17, 2014 at 7:30 PM in the IMC at JDHS 
2. Regular Meeting – December 1, 2014 at 7:30 PM in the IMC at JDHS 
 

 
 
 

                                                                      ____________________________ 
                                                                      Matthew A. Clarke 
                                                                      Business Administrator/Board Secretary 




















































