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SPRINGFIELD BOARD OF EDUCATION 

Springfield, New Jersey 
REGULAR MEETING MARCH 19, 2012 

 
The Springfield Board of Education is committed to providing high quality, efficient 
educational programs through which all students achieve the New Jersey Core Curriculum 
Contents Standards.  Every effort is made to ensure that the district’s certificated and 
support personnel are among the best in their fields.  The staff and Board of Education are 
dedicated to maintaining excellence in the delivery of child-centered educational programs.  
Very simply stated, in Springfield…SCHOOLS ARE FOR KIDS! 
 
A Regular Meeting of the Board of Education of the Township of Springfield in the County 
of Union, New Jersey, was held at the Jonathan Dayton High School Instructional Media 
Center-First Floor on Monday, March 19, 2012 at 7:30P.M. 
 
President’s Statement: Pursuant to the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act, Public Law 
1975, Chapter 231, the Board Secretary caused notice of the meeting to be given to the 
public and the press on May 9, 2011. 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order by Board President, Mrs. Patricia Venezia 
Present:  Mr. Steven Friedman, Mr. Brian Kass, Mr. Irwin Sablosky,  

Mr. Scott Samansky, Mrs. Jacqueline Shanes, Mr. Scott Silverstein, 
Mr. Steve Wolcott, Mrs. Patricia Venezia 

Absent:   Mr. Anthony Delia 
Also Present:  Mr. Matthew Clarke, Business Administrator/Board Secretary  

      Mrs. Ellyn Atherton, Director of Human Resources 
 

   2.  CLOSED SESSION (7:28 PM– 7:45 PM) 
Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mr. Kass, to suspend the rules of the order 
of business of the Regular Meeting and adjourn to closed conference session for the 
reasons contained in the following resolution:   

 
RESOLUTION: 
“WHEREAS the Board of Education must discuss subjects concerning matters of 
Attorney/Client privilege which are not appropriate subjects to be discussed in a 
public meeting and which are within the exemptions permitted to be discussed and 
acted upon in private session pursuant to P.L. 1975 Chapter 231, it is therefore 

 
RESOLVED that the aforesaid subjects shall be discussed in private session by this 
Board and the administrative staff and information pertaining thereto will be made 
available to the public as soon thereafter as possible and once the reasons for non-
disclosure no longer exist.” 

 
Closed Conference Items  
1. Matters protected by Attorney/Client privilege 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
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       3. RECONVENE TO REGULAR SESSION 
Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mrs. Shanes, approval to reconvene to the 
Regular Meeting of the Board of Education. 
  
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
   4. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

 
   5. COMMUNICATIONS 

a. Garden State Coalition e-net weekly update – March 6th & 9th. 
b. NJSBA web based Mandated Training Sessions, email to confirm all Board 
members have completed the necessary training. 
c. NSBA spotlight update from March 8th & 15th. 
d. The Dayton Varsity Winter Sports Award program in Wednesday, March 28th, at 
7:00 PM. 
 

   6. MINUTES 
a. Moved by Mr. Silverstein, and seconded by Mr. Kass, to approve the Regular 
minutes: 

Regular Meeting   - March 5, 2012 
Executive Meeting    - March 5, 2012 

 
Yeas: Mr. Steven Friedman, Mr. Brian Kass, Mr. Irwin Sablosky, Mr. Scott 
Samansky, Mr. Scott Silverstein, Mrs. Patricia Venezia  

 Abstentions: Mr. Steven Wolcott, Mrs. Jacqueline Shanes  MOTION CARRIED 
 

   7. SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT  
Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mr. Sablosky, to accept and approve the 
Superintendent’s Report as presented. 
Mr. Clarke reviewed the following items on behalf of the Superintendent: 
1 Student/Staff Recognitions 
 Union County Dental Poster Contest Winners 
  Parisha Remolina - 4th Grade, TLS 
  Noah Schraeder – 4th Grade, TLS 
  Erica Pino – 4th Grade, JC 
  Nathan Calling – 4th Grade 
 United States Youth Senate Program 

Brett Biebelberg, who was one of two students chosen to represent 
NJ at the US Senate Youth Program in Washington DC, will provide 
the Board with a presentation at the April 2nd meeting on his 
experiences during his week in Washington DC.   

2. HIB Report (The Board will go into closed session at the end of the meeting if 
specific clarification is needed.) 
3. Building Usage Request 

 4. Fund Raiser Request 
 5. Fieldtrip Request 
 

Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
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       8. FIRST PUBLIC SESSION (7:50 PM) 

There were no comments regarding the Superintendent’s Report or the Agenda. 
 
       9. BILL LIST 

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mr. Silverstein, approval of computer checks 
numbered 028574 through 028707 and wire transfer 800089 in the amount of 
$3,445,910.06 minus voided check numbers 028414 and 028528 in the amount of 
$403.60 for a grand total of $3,445,506.46 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
      10. PERSONNEL APPOINTMENTS 

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mr. Silverstein, at the recommendation of the   
Superintendent, approval of the appointment of personnel on the attachment. 
(Attachment A) 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
      11. STAFF PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT TRAVEL 

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mr. Silverstein, at the recommendation of the   
Superintendent, approval of the attached personnel travel for Professional 
Development.  (Attachment B) 

 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

  
      12. APPOINTMENT OF TREASURER OF SCHOOL MONIES 

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mr. Silverstein, to appoint Kathleen Herrigel 
as Treasurer of School Monies to the Springfield Board of Education for the 
remainder of the 2011 - 2012 school year (March 1, 2012 through June 30, 2012) at 
a salary of $5,067 (to be prorated). 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
      13. SPECIAL SERVICES PLACEMENT AND RELATED SERVICES 

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mr. Silverstein, at the recommendation of the 
Superintendent, that the Board of Education approve the attached Special Education 
request for Related Services/Placements on the attachment. (Attachment C) 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
      14. HIB REPORTS 

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mr. Silverstein, that the Board of Education 
affirms the HIB Report previously presented at the following Board meeting: 

March 5, 2012. 
 

Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
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     15. LETTERS OF PROTEST REGARDING NEWARK VOCATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL 

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mr. Silverstein, at the recommendation of the 
Superintendent, approval authorizing the Board President to issue letters of protest 
regarding the Boys Basketball game on March 2, 2012 at Newark Vocational High 
School. 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
     16. TUITION GRANT S 

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mr. Silverstein, at the recommendation of the 
Superintendent, approval of the attached personnel for following courses as being 
eligible for Tuition Grant reimbursement and applicable for advancement on the 
guide.  (Attachment D) 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
    17. IDEA FY 2012 REVISION 

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mr. Silverstein, at the recommendation of the 
Superintendent, approval authorizing the Springfield Board of Education to apply 
for the revised funds for the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, Part B 
(IDEA-B) both basic ($425,989) and preschool ($16,523) FY2012 and to forward to 
the office of Grants & Management Dept. in Trenton, NJ. 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
     18. RACE TO THE TOP PHASE 3 

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mr. Silverstein, at the recommendation of the 
Superintendent, approval authorizing the Springfield Board of Education to apply 
for funds regarding Race To The Top, Phase 3 ($3,668) grant and to forward to the 
office of Grants & Management Dept. in Trenton, NJ. 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
     19. OVERNIGHT FIELD TRIP 

 Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mr. Silverstein, at the recommendation of the 
Superintendent, approval of the following overnight field trip – 

Model UN – College of NJ Model UN, Wyndham Forrestal, Princeton, NJ 
(March 23 – March 24, 2012. 
 

Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
 
     20. SCHOOL CALENDAR ADJUSTMENT FOR UNUSED SNOW DAYS 

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mr. Silverstein, approval to designate April 5, 
2012, schools closed due to not having to utilize the one of three emergency days 
remaining. 

 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
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      21. SCHOOL CALENDAR ADJUSTMENT FOR UNUSED SNOW DAYS 

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mr. Silverstein, approval to designate May 25, 
2012 and May 29, 2012, schools closed due to not having to utilize the two 
emergency days remaining.  If the days are necessary from March 20, 2012 and 
May 24, 2012, then the days will return to a regular day as describe on the 2011 - 12 
school calendar. 

 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
     22. SURPLUS EQUIPMENT FROM BUILDINGS & GROUNDS 

Moved by Mr. Kass, seconded by Mr. Silverstein, approval authorizing the 
Springfield Board of Education to dispose of the attached list of obsolete equipment 
and be identified as surplus property.  (Attachment E) 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
     23. 2ND AND FINAL READING OF POLICY  

Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mr. Samansky, toapprove the second and 
final reading of the following policies (Attachment F): 

Policy #3542 - Student Nutrition  
Policy #5519 - Dating Violence 
Regulation #5519 - Dating Violence 
Policy #6115 - Ceremonies and Observances 

 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
      24. SECOND PUBLIC SESSION (8:10 PM) 

There were no comments from the public at this time. 
 
      25. NEW BUSINESS 

1. The Dayton spring musical The Drowsy Chaperone is March 22nd, 23rd and 24th.  
Please contact the High School for ticket information. 
2. The Tri-County Meeting is at the end of March 2012.  Mrs. Shanes will attend on 
behalf of the Board. 
3. Mr. Sablosky or Mrs. Shanes will represent the Board at the May 18th Union 
County Teacher of the Year Award Ceremony being held at La Affaire.  
4. Mrs. Venezia will represent the Board at the Union County Outstanding Scholar 
Awards on May 31st at Kean University 
5. The Public Hearing on the proposed 2012-2013 budget is March 26th, 7:00 PM. 
6. The DEP is requesting additional items from the Township in connection with the 
athletic facility at Dayton. 

 
      26. OLD BUSINESS 

1. The budget of the Union County Educational Service Commission was approved 
at their recent meeting.  
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      27. ADJOURNMENT (8:20 PM) 

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mr. Silverstein, approval to adjourn the 
Regular Meeting of the Board of Education at 8:20 PM. 
  
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
 
Upcoming Meetings: 

1. Public Hearing – March 26, 2012 at 7:00 PM in the IMC at JDHS  
2. Regular Meeting – April 2, 2012 at 7:30 PM in the IMC at JDHS 
 

 
 
      ___________________________________ 
      Matthew A. Clarke 
      Business Administrator/Board Secretary 








































