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This	year	has	definitely	been	challenging	for	the	students	at	Jonathan	Dayton.	The	new	virtual	setting	has	

impacted	everyone’s	lives	and	schedules,	and	it	can	be	hard	to	find	the	light	in	this	dark	situation.	Not	being	able	

to	have	the	normal	high	school	experience	for	almost	two	school	years	is	something	that	the	students	at	Dayton	

never	imagined.	However,	despite	the	current	circumstances,	it	is	imperative	that	we	remember	to	make	the	

best	out	of	this	situation,	and	to	continue	to	look	forward	to	the	improvements	the	future	is	sure	to	hold.	Just	

because	we	are	interacting	with	teachers	and	classmates	through	a	computer	screen	does	not	mean	new	goals	

cannot	be	achieved	and	memories	cannot	be	made.	If	we	look	to	the	bright	side	of	this	situation	and	remain	

calm,	patient,	and	hopeful,	we	will	be	back	through	Dayton’s	doors	very	soon.	
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SHE/THEY WHO DARES: A TRIBUTE TO WOMEN’S 
HISTORY MONTH 
By:	Diana	Elguera,	2023	

Author’s	note:	This	article	refers	to	individuals	
who	may	identify	as	female	or	non-binary.	All	of	these	
individuals	 identified	with	 the	 female	 identity,	 so	 the	
words	 “women”/“female”	 are	 used	 to	 refer	 to	 all	
female-identifying	individuals.	The	word	“non-binary”	
is	used	to	refer	to	individuals	identifying	as	such	or	if	
their	 gender	 identity	 transcends	 or	 is	 outside	 of	 the	
binary	of	male	and	female.	The	author	hopes	to	receive	
feedback	on	any	 terminology,	 language,	or	 reporting	
that	she	should	change	or	add,	and	can	be	contacted	at	
delgueraspringfieldtwp@gmail.com.	

We	 find	 that	 the	 words	 “gender	 inequality,”	
“women’s	 rights,”	 and	 “feminism”	 are	 ingrained	
elements	of	our	education	and	discussions,	so	it	may	
come	as	a	shock	to	learn	that	Women’s	History	Month	
is	 rather	 young.	 This	month’s	 roots	 go	 back	 to	 the	
West	 Coast,	 where	 in	 1978,	 Sonoma,	 California	
became	 the	 first	 town	 to	 have	 a	 “Women’s	History	
Week.”	How	did	a	locally-recognized	week	turn	into	
a	 federally-recognized	 month?	 Female	 organizers	
from	 Sonoma	 and	 the	 1979	 Women’s	 History	
Institute	at	New	York’s	Sarah	Lawrence	College	(like	
Molly	 Murphy	 MacGregor	 and	 Gerda	 Lerner)	
began	 to	 advocate	 for	 women	 to	 be	 recognized	
nationwide.	President	 Jimmy	Carter	proclaimed	 the	
week	of	March	8th	to	be	National	Women’s	History	
Week	 in	 1980	 (though	unofficial),	 and	 a	 year	 later,	
Congress	 members	 Senator	 Orrin	 Hatch	 and	
Representative	 Barbara	 Mikulski	 co-sponsored	 a	
resolution	 in	 1981	 to	 make	 the	 week	 officially	
observed.	Congress	extended	the	celebrations	into	a	
monumental	 month	 of	 female	 celebration	 only	 34	
years	ago	in	1987.	If	we	have	only	begun	celebrating,	
what	have	we	yet	to	learn	about	the	women	and	non-
binary	 individuals	 who	 defy	 gender	 standards	 and	
impact	society?		

At	 the	 forefront	 of	 many	 social	 reforms	 are	
women	 fighting	 as	 they	 represent	 their	
underrepresented	communities.	For	 instance,	Black	
environmentalists	 like	 Jacqueline	 Patterson	 and	
Rue	Mapp	intersect	their	climate	activism	with	racial	
justice.	Patterson	is	the	NAACP’s	Environmental	and	
Climate	 Justice	 Director,	 as	 well	 as	 the	 co-founder	
and	coordinator	of	Women	of	Color	United.	She	uses	
her	 positions	 to	 educate	 others	 about	 the	
environmental	 racism	 Black	 and	 other	 people	 of	

color	face	in	their	neighborhoods,	such	as	living	next	
to	pollutant	creators	like	factories.	Mapp	is	the	CEO	
of	 Outdoor	 Afro,	 an	 organization	 that	 reconnects	
Black	Americans	with	nature	as	they	go	camping	or	
shares	environmental	stories	and	resources	on	their	
blog.	 In	 politics	 and	 civic	 representation,	 Georgia	
Congresswoman	 Stacey	 Abrams	 is	 another	 Black	
woman	who	works	tirelessly	to	represent	votes	from	
Black	 people.	 Abrams	 combats	 voter	 suppression,	
which	disproportionately	affects	voters	of	color	with	
additional	 voter	 requirements,	 through	 her	
organization	 Fair	 Fight	 Action.	 She	 is	 most	 well-
known	for	registering	hundreds	of	thousands	of	new	
voters	in	Georgia,	an	act	credited	to	the	Democratic	
victory	in	the	Senate	run-offs.	For	LGBTQIA+	rights,	
Marsha	 P.	 Johnson	 and	 Sylvia	 Rivera	 are	 iconic	
trans	women	 as	 they	made	 sure	 transexual	 people	
could	 also	 be	 protected	 in	 gender	 legislation.	 They	
noted	that	transexual	people	were	also	discriminated	
within	 the	 LGBTQIA+	 community	 as	 legislation	 by	
gay	leaders	often	left	them	out.	Most	notably,	Johnson	
and	Rivera	participated	in	the	Stonewall	Riots	where	
they	demonstrated	against	gay	bar	arrests	made	by	
the	New	York	Police	Department.	Together,	they	co-
founded	 the	 Street	 Transvestite	 Action	
Revolutionaries	 (STAR),	 an	 organization	 providing	
LGBTQIA+	 homeless	 youth	 and	 sex	 workers	 with	
shelter	 and	 support.	 Johnson	 and	 Rivera	 also	
demonstrated	in	support	of	patients	with	HIV/AIDS	
during	a	time	when	these	were	stigmatizing	diseases	
for	 the	 LGBTQIA+	 community;	 society	 negatively	
correlated	having	HIV/AIDS	with	being	homosexual.	
These	 women	 took	 considerable	 strides	 in	 making	
the	 nation	 aware	 of	 the	 discrimination	 their	
communities	 faced,	 especially	 as	 they	 endure(d)	
racism	and	homophobia	themselves.	

	Additionally,	 Women’s	 History	 Month	 is	 a	
time	 to	 consider	 the	 expression	 of	 femininity,	 and	
how	 this	 concept	 is	 continuously	 evolving	 and	
affecting	how	female-identifying	individuals	are	seen	
in	society.	The	canon	of	the	ideal	female	physique	is	
revised	 from	one	 century	 to	 another	 for	 as	 long	 as	
women	 have	 existed.	 Art	 history	 includes	 excellent	
examples	of	how	these	ideals	shift	based	on	society;	
while	 prehistoric	 Venus	 figures	 have	 fuller	 bodies	
with	stomach	rolls	and	emphasized	breasts,	the	Han			
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dynasty	 of	 China	 had	 women	 depicted	 with	 slim	
features.	Some	of	these	features	connected	with	how	
society	expected	women	to	behave,	such	as	marrying	
into	a	life	that	supports	a	man	and	gaggles	of	children.	
These	roles	 further	translated	 into	what	a	woman’s	
expected	 personality	 was:	 gentle,	 emotional,	 and	
timid.	Diverse	means	of	expression	arose	as	women	
responded	 to	 these	 expectations	 in	 different	 ways,	
while	 not	 necessarily	 being	 restricted	 to	 a	 certain	
style.	 For	 the	 past	 centuries	 or	 so,	 traditional	
femininity	 makes	 the	 ideal	 woman	 in	 society;	
sometimes	 referred	 to	 as	 a	 “girly	 girl,”	 this	 style	
embraces	gender	roles	while	being	thin,	sweet,	and	
fashionable.	 The	 consequences	 of	 this	 canon	 is	 the	
struggle	 to	 fit	 within	 it,	 bringing	 on	 alarming	
increases	 in	 physical	 and	 mental	 health	 issues	 for	
women	(including	eating	disorders,	body	dysphoria,	
body	shaming,	and	more).	As	a	response	to	the	“girly	
girl”,	 the	 “tomboy”	 starkly	 rejects	 traditional	
femininity;	 instead,	 the	 style	 embraces	 masculine	
traits	and	a	disdain	for	female	expectations,	such	as	
ditching	 delicacy	 to	 play	 games	 with	 boys.	 By	
rejecting	femininity,	that	could	leave	many	tomboys	
with	 the	 feeling	 that	 they	 could	 no	 longer	 identify	
with	any	female	aspects	of	themselves.	For	the	cherry	
on	 top,	 expectations	 on	 top	 of	 expectations	 boxes	
women	and	non-binary	individuals	into	a	single	form	
of	expression.	Consequently,	rejection	amongst	each	
other	occurs,	citing	the	contrasts	in	what	may	be	too	
feminine	or	unfeminine	of	a	style.	Then,	what	could	it	

possibly	mean	to	be	female?	Women’s	History	Month	
is	 a	 time	 to	 recognize	 that	 women	 and	 non-binary	
individuals	 can	 identify	with	 each	 other’s	 struggles	
no	matter	how	they	choose	to	express	themselves.	To	
support	 those	 who	 identify	 inside	 and	 outside	 the	
binary,	 breaking	 down	 the	 fences	 of	 stereotypes	 is	
the	key	to	open	a	safer	world	-	one	where	they	can	be	
free	to	make	choices	without	the	pressure	of	society	
breathing	 down	 their	 necks.	 This	 is	 for	 reclaiming	
expressions	 of	 femininity	 as	we	would	 like	 it,	 from	
the	 minimalist	 to	 the	 outrageous	 (thank	 you	 drag	
queens!).	 This	 is	 about	 the	 women	 and	 the	 non-
binary	of	all	body	shapes	and	sizes,	of	all	who	swear	
a	love	for	baking	or	for	gaming,	of	all	who	wear	a	a	
short	dress	or	a	blazer	with	shoulder	pads,	of	all	who	
are	bold	or	 shy	 -	 it	 is	OK.	 It	 is	 a	 time	 for	people	 to	
understand	 we	 need	 to	 support	 women	 and	 non-
binary	 individuals	 in	 what	 they	 want	 to	 be,	 and	 if	
there	is	a	lack	of	inclusivity	in	the	way	-	make	some	
room!		

Let	 us	 talk	 about	 women	 and	 non-binary	
individuals	 who	 transcend	 time	 because	 of	 their	
risks,	no	matter	how	long	ago	they	occurred.	Let	us	
bring	 this	 celebration	 close	 to	 home,	 and	 consider	
how	 a	 community	 member,	 a	 friend,	 a	 family	
member,	a	guardian,	or	a	stranger	makes	an	impact	
on	women’s	rights	and	our	lives.	That	is	why	it	is	so	
special	that	it	is	she/they	who	dared,	and	continues	
to	dare.	

	
WORLD OPTIMISM 
By:	Anthony	Bianchi,	2024	

In	 light	 of	 the	 dramatic	 changes	Dayton	 and	
other	schools	across	the	world	have	underwent,	it	is	
important	 to	 keep	 positive	 thoughts	 in	 our	 minds.	
These	 allow	 us	 to	 acknowledge	 the	 fact	 that	 even	
though	our	lives	have	been	negatively	affected	by	the	
Coronavirus	 pandemic,	 there	 are	 still	 things	 in	 the	
world	that	we	can	turn	to	for	positivity.	Research	has	
shown	that	taking	15-20	minutes	to	relax	your	mind	
and	focus	on	positive	things	in	your	life	can	improve	
your	 mood	 and	 mental	 health.	 These	 efforts	 have	
been	 successfully	 carried	 out	 by	 many	 people	
throughout	 the	 world.	 Individuals	 like	 these	 have	
even	 been	 able	 to	 make	 the	 world	 a	 better	 place	
during	these	unprecedented	times.	
	 One	 way	 the	 community	 has	 been	 able	 to	
make	a	positive	 impact	 is	by	donating	 their	 time	 in	

several	 ways.	 Since	 the	 Coronavirus	 vaccines	 have	
been	 developed	 and	 shipped,	 many	 people	 have	
booked	appointments	to	receive	treatment.	However,	
senior	 citizens	 are	 often	 left	 behind	 in	 this	 age	 of	
technology	 where	 appointments	 are	 virtually	
booked.	So,	many	volunteer	groups	have	stepped	in	
to	help	elders	seek	the	same	treatment	as	everyone	
else.	One	such	group	is	the	NJ	Vaccine	Matchmakers,	
who	have	established	a	wide	fan	base	across	the	U.S.	
and	have	gained	popularity	on	social	media.	With	the	
press	 of	 a	 button,	 volunteers	 can	 get	 in	 touch	with	
elders	and	book	appointments	for	vaccines	for	them,	
with	no	worry	or	stress.	 It	 is	the	selfless	dedication	
these	 volunteers	 put	 toward	 their	 service	 that	 we	
should	all	think	of	when	we	feel	sad	or	overwhelmed.	
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It	can	lift	our	spirits	and	remind	us	that	not	everyone	
has	lost	hope.	
	 Along	with	other	difficulties,	another	obstacle	
faced	by	many	communities	nowadays	is	hunger.	The	
Coronavirus	 has	 caused	 many	 people	 to	 lose	 their	
jobs	and	not	be	able	to	afford	sufficient	items	of	food.	
However,	Team	Rubicon	is	a	volunteer	group	focused	
on	 providing	 food	 to	 cities	 hit	 the	 hardest	 by	 the	
pandemic.	By	providing	food	to	over	2,700	patients	
across	 all	 50	 states,	 they	 have	 made	 a	 significant	
positive	 impact	 on	 the	 world.	 President	 and	 Chief	
Operating	 Officer	 Art	 delaCruz	 maintains	 a	 “quick	
reaction”	 as	 he	 states,	 toward	 finding	 new	ways	 to	

help	while	 also	 supporting	 his	 own	 family.	 Clearly,	
not	 everyone	 has	 lost	 hope	 despite	 the	 dramatic	
world	changes	that	have	happened	in	the	past	year.	
The	faculty	and	staff	members,	as	well	as	students	of	
JDHS	and	schools	across	the	country	should	use	these	
volunteers	 as	 examples	 as	 to	 how	 to	 stay	 positive.	
This	can	also	help	us	realize	how	fortunate	we	are	to	
be	able	to	attend	school	and	get	a	modified	in-person	
education,	 unlike	 many	 others.	 On	 the	 whole,	
everyone	 should	 stay	 mentally	 positive	 and	 not	
forget	 the	heroic	actions	of	selfless	 individuals	who	
have	helped	so	many	to	do	the	same	each	and	every	
day.						

PRINCE HARRY AND MEGHAN MARKLE INTERVIEW 
By:	Nicole	Ramundo,	2022	

On	Sunday,	March	7th,	2021,	the	world	sat	in	
anticipation	 in	 front	 of	 their	 television	 screens	 to	
watch	 the	 exclusive	 interview	 between	 talk	 show	
host	 Oprah	 and	 the	 former	 royals	 from	 England,	
Prince	 Harry	 and	 his	 wife,	 Meghan	 Markle.	 The	

lengthy	
interview,	 which	
lasted	 about	 two	
hours,	covered	all	
sorts	 of	 revealing	
topics.	 The	 most	
shocking	 and	

controversial	 topic	 that	 the	 former	 Duchess	 of	
Sussex,	 who	 has	 a	 mixed	 racial	 background,	 had	
talked	 about	 was	 how	 there	 were	 concerns	 in	 the	
palace	on	“how	dark”	her	son	Archie	would	be,	which	
had	affected	the	title	he	would	be	given.	This	caused	
a	flurry	of	racial	allegations	to	spiral,	with	the	media	
blasting	 the	 “racist	 royals,”	 yet	 Prince	 Harry	 and	
Meghan	 both	 remained	 mum	 on	 who	 held	 that	
conversation	with	them.	Meghan	also	went	into	detail	
on	 how	 she	 physically	 could	 not	 leave	 the	 palace,	
causing	 her	 to	 feel	 “trapped,”	 since	 the	 staff	 had	
confiscated	 all	 of	 her	 personal	 belongings	 upon	
entering.	This	included	her	car	keys,	her	license,	and	
her	 identification	 cards.	 Captivity	 in	 the	 palace	
became	 too	much	 for	Meghan,	which	 led	 to	 details	
becoming	 revealed	 on	 how	 she	 felt	 suicidal	 during	
her	 first	pregnancy,	and	she	did	not	want	 to	be	 left	
alone,	worried	with	what	she	might	do	to	herself.	She	
also	unveiled	how	she	had	been	denied	help	upon	this	
issue.	 This	 news	 had	 stunned	 the	 world	 and	 the	
media,	 as	well	 as	Oprah	 herself.	 Never	 had	 anyone	

suspected	that	Meghan	had	felt	this	way,	or	that	the	
palace	was	 unwilling	 to	 help	 her	 recover.	 It	 raised	
many	questions	on	what	life	in	the	palace	is	actually	
like,	and	what	 is	being	kept	hidden	 from	the	public	
audience.		
	 Since	 March	 8th,	 the	 day	 the	 interview	
premiered	 in	 Britain,	 British	 media	 has	 become	
divided,	 either	 siding	 with	 Meghan	 and	 Harry	 or	
standing	 alongside	 the	 royal	 family,	 who	 have	
released	a	statement	of	their	very	own	in	regards	to	
the	 explosive	 interview.	 The	 statement,	 which	 is	 a	
mere	three	sentences	long,	shared	that	the	palace	did	
not	know	“the	 full	 extent”	of	how	challenging	royal	
life	had	been	 for	Harry	and	Meghan,	and	 the	 issues	
that	were	raised	regarding	racial	concerns	are	being	
taken	 very	 seriously.	 The	 rest	 of	 the	 family	 has	
become	aware	of	the	racial	allegations	made	against	
them,	but	have	remained	mostly	silent	in	the	media	
throughout	 the	 past	 couple	 of	 weeks	 since	 the	
interview.	The	most	that	has	been	heard	was	Prince	
William	recently	mentioning	to	a	group	of	paparazzi	
that	the	royals	are	not	a	racist	family.	William	has	also	
claimed	 that	 he	 has	 never	 felt	 trapped	 within	 the	
royal	 family	 stature,	 which	 contradicts	 Harry’s	
statement	 that	he	 told	Oprah	and	viewers,	claiming	
that	 his	 entire	 family	 is	 trapped	 within	 the	 palace	
walls	and	he	was	fortunate	enough	to	break	free.		
	 Refuting	 everything	 that	 Harry	 and	 Meghan	
revealed,	 palace	 staff	 has	 come	 out	 and	 said	 that	
these	 allegations	 the	 two	made	 are	 almost	 entirely	
false,	and	it	was	actually	Meghan	who	instilled	fear	on	
the	 royal	 family	 and	 the	 palace	 staff.	 She	 has	 been	
titled	a	bully,	which	has	turned	many	Britons	against
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her.	Different	opinions	are	circulating	on	social	media	
platforms	 and	 within	 the	 media	 now,	 with	 many	
feeling	as	though	Meghan	and	Harry	were	telling	the	
truth,	while	others	feel	as	though	the	two	just	want	
attention.	

Despite	the	fact	that	the	special	carried	more	
negative	details	than	positive,	Harry	and	Meghan	did	
share	some	highly-anticipated	good	news.	They	have	

revealed	 that	 they	are	expecting	a	baby	girl,	due	 in	
the	summertime!	
	 As	the	populations	of	England	and	America	sit	
in	apprehension	for	more	details	to	become	clarified	
from	 the	 bombshell	 interview,	 people	 are	 also	
waiting	 for	 the	 royals	 to	 fully	 come	 clean	 on	 the	
allegations	that	were	made	against	them.	Everyone	is	
looking	for	nothing	but	answers	and	the	truth.	

TOP 5 ALBUMS RELEASED IN 2020 RANKED BY THE JDHS 
STUDENT BODY: A REVIEWED LIST 
By:	Adriana	Rivera,	2023	

After	 surveying	 the	 Jonathan	 Dayton	 High	
School	student	body	on	their	favorite	album	releases	
of	 2020,	The	Dawg	Print	 listened	 to	 and	 reviewed	
each	of	the	top	five	records,	compiling	a	ranked	list	as	
voted	on	by	 JDHS	students	 including	notable	 tracks	
and	lines	from	each	album.	
5				evermore	–	Taylor	Swift	(25	votes)	

Having	 been	 released	 in	 a	 similarly	 abrupt	
fashion	 as	 folklore,	 and	 closely	 comparing	 in	 both	
genre	 and	 intimate	 storytelling	 qualities,	 Taylor	
Swift’s	ninth	studio	album,	evermore,	in	fact	poses	an	
impressively	 stark	 contrast	 to	 its	 sister	 album,	 in	
more	 ways	 than	 one.	 Where	 folklore	 ends	 with	
“hoax”—which	paints	a	sort	of	wallowing	reflection	
on	 past	 sorrows	 with	 seemingly	 no	 intention	 of	
growing	past	 that	rut—evermore	 concludes	with	 its	
title	track,	a	beautiful	and	melancholic	duet	with	Bon	
Iver	that,	as	initially	doleful	as	it	is,	provides	a	sliver	
of	 hope	 with	 its	 ending	 line,	 “I	 had	 a	 feeling	 so	
peculiar,	 this	 pain	 wouldn’t	 be	 forevermore.”	 The	
lyrical	differences	between	the	two	are	accentuated	
with	 more	 elaborate	 and	 confident-sounding	
instrumentals	 that,	 coupled	 with	 heart-wrenching	
and	 poignant	 lyrics,	 intimately	 caress	 the	 soul	 and	
result	in	an	incredible	listening	experience.	While	it	
may	 be	 considered	 an	 acquired	 taste	 for	 some,	
evermore	is	most	certainly	worth	the	complete	listen-
through.		
4				Eternal	Atake	–	Lil	Uzi	Vert	(26	votes)	

Uzi’s	 highly	 anticipated	 Eternal	 Atake	
transports	 audiences	 through	 a	 sci-fi-inspired	 rap	
journey.	 Questionable	 yet	 unsurprising	 rap	 lyrics	
aside,	 Uzi	 makes	 good	 use	 of	 808	 drums	 and	 trap	
beats	accompanied	by	a	wide	array	of	sound	effects	
surrounding	 the	backgrounds	of	 the	 tracks,	 such	as	
retro	 video	 game	 noises,	 muffled	 chorus	 vocals,	
synthesizers,	 and	 the	 occasional	 guitar	 picking—all	

of	which	contribute	to	the	record’s	overall	theme	of	
outer	space.		
3				folklore	–	Taylor	Swift	(33	votes)	

Taylor	Swift	once	again	showcases	her	once-
in-a-generation	 songwriting	 prowess	 through	 her	
Grammy-Award-winning	Album	of	the	Year,	folklore.	
She	 propels	 audiences	 through	 a	 heart-wrenching,	
emotionally	 raw	 journey	 with	 stories	 of	 love,	
heartbreak,	 pining,	 and	 betrayal,	 told	 through	
seemingly	 simple	 yet	 beautiful,	 elegant,	 and	
sophisticated	lyrics.	Powering	her	intimate	tales	with	
folk-rooted	 acoustic	 instrumentals	 modernized	 by	
reverberated	vocals	on	tracks	like	“august”	and	“this	
is	 me	 trying,”	 Swift	 completely	 deviates	 from	
anything	 that	 she	 has	 previously	 produced.	
Throughout	the	progression	of	folklore	and	its	sister	
record,	evermore,	Swift	demonstrates	her	maturation	
not	only	as	a	musician,	but	as	a	person,	too—as	seen	
in	 her	 seasoned	 and	 melancholically	 reflective	
approach	to	narrating	such	vulnerable	stories.	
2				After	Hours	–	The	Weeknd	(34	votes)	

The	Weeknd	 opens	 his	 fourth	 studio	 album	
with	 “Alone	 Again,”	 which	 begins	 with	 twinkling	
synths	that	are	later	strung	out	and	muffled	to	create	
a	fuzzy	dream-like	effect	around	the	track—a	stylistic	
theme	 that	 is	 continued	 throughout	 the	 rest	 of	 the	
record.	 It	 is	 an	 overall	 incredible	 production	
consisting	 of	 powerful,	 reverberated	 vocals	 and	
extremely	 vulnerable	 lyrics	 that	 tackle	 overarching	
themes	of	drug	addiction,	self-blame,	and	an	insane	
amount	 of	 inner	 turmoil.	 The	 Weeknd’s	 continued	
use	of	disco-like	synthesizers	throughout	the	album	
emulates	 the	 style	 of	 ‘80s	 pop,	 the	 track	 “In	 Your	
Eyes”	having	a	very	Michael	Jackson-y	feel	to	it.	After	
Hours	 is	certainly	an	award-worthy	record,	yet	was	
criminally	snubbed	by	the	2021	Grammy	Awards.	
1				Positions	–	Ariana	Grande	(36	votes)	
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Ariana	Grande’s	sixth	studio	album	consists	of	very	
catchy	melodies	 coupled	with	 fun	 lyrics	 backed	 by	
dance-move-inducing	R&B	percussion,	straying	from	
certain	 aspects	 of	 her	 previous	 productions.	
Sprinkled	 throughout	 the	 record	 are	 occasional	
emotional	 ballads	 like	 “off	 the	 table,”	 a	 slow	 duet	

featuring	 The	 Weeknd.	 Grande’s	 vocals	 across	 the	
album	are	both	soothing	and	pop-influenced,	 full	of	
lovely	high	notes	and	impressive	runs—as	is	always	
expected	from	such	a	talented	musician	and	vocalist	
as	Ariana	Grande.

	
2020’s	Best	Albums	of	the	Year,	according	to	JDHS	Students	

(Left	to	Right:	evermore	by	Taylor	Swift,	Eternal	Atake	by	Lil	Uzi	Vert,	folklore	by	Taylor	Swift,	After	Hours	by	The	
Weeknd,	and	Positions	by	Ariana	Grande)	

	
Positions	by	Ariana	Grande:	

https://music.youtube.com/playlist?list=OLAK5uy_m2xdwqi_yo13jqJ7tqraoJX3q1aU2BbPw	
After	Hours	by	The	Weeknd:	

https://music.youtube.com/playlist?list=OLAK5uy_l4UqNJCpAF3kNaV37LHdRc_A07MmVdiSU	
folklore	by	Taylor	Swift:	

https://music.youtube.com/playlist?list=OLAK5uy_lAQWiZVWU7ImDOQV9WsKjMAlLXSfWROXU	
Eternal	Atake	by	Lil	Uzi	Vert:	

https://music.youtube.com/playlist?list=OLAK5uy_nomVkIx_It4mh9N2PW3I_glsE3MqfnWi0	
evermore	by	Taylor	Swift:	

https://music.youtube.com/playlist?list=OLAK5uy_mHOONmW7kSUOYZeXHYBakzyhyAdSmThSc	
	

NEW IN TECHNOLOGY 
By:	Natalyah	Cadiche,	2022	

As	 technology	 continues	 to	 evolve,	 new	
devices	are	quickly	being	released	in	order	to	make	
life	 easier	 and	 more	 entertaining.	 This	 month	
hundreds	 of	 new	 devices	 have	 been	 created	 and	
continue	 to	 blow	 the	 minds	 of	 citizens	
internationally.	 One	 of	 the	 first	 technological	
concepts	being	talked	about	this	month	is	the	idea	of	
amphibious	cars.	These	new	forms	of	travel	are	being	
developed	 in	 Dubai	 to	 enable	 citizens	 to	 travel	 on	
land	 and	 underwater.	 	 The	 initial	 design	 has	 been	
developed	by	engineer	“Beichen	Nan”	and	has	been	
called	 the	 Amphi-X.	 The	 current	 plan	 is	 for	 this	
technology	to	be	released	to	public	in	2030.	Another	
device	 that	 is	being	developed	has	a	more	practical	

purpose	in	mind.	“InTempo”	Mitts	are	the	concept	of	
anxiety	reduction	gloves.	The	idea	behind	this	device	
is	 that	 the	 gloves	 will	 wirelessly	 connect	 to	 your	
phone	 via	 Bluetooth	 and	 use	 vibration	 or	 rhythm	
therapy	in	order	to	reduce	the	anxiety	symptoms	of	
the	user.		

Scientists	 and	 engineers	 have	 also	 been	
experimenting	with	solutions	for	problems	related	to	
the	health	and	well-being	of	people	 internationally.	
One	of	 the	 issues	 these	developers	have	prioritized	
has	plagued	third	world	countries	for	centuries.	This	
issuer	 is	 the	 lack	 of	 access	 to	 clean	 water.	 Many	
countries	 face	 heavy	 pollution	 in	 local	 rivers	 and	
streams	that	have	made	their	water	toxic	thus	forcing	
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citizens	to	travel	hundreds	of	miles	daily	to	provide	
their	 family	 with	 this	 essential	 resource.	 With	 the	
development	 of	 “Auron”	 or	 the	 self-cleaning	 UV	
water	bottle,	there	is	hope	for	a	solution.	Auron	uses	
UV	light	to	kill	bacteria	in	water	that	would	otherwise	
present	 a	 major	 danger	 to	 the	 health	 of	 those	
drinking	it.	Retail	stores	have	also	been	open	about	
one	of	their	newest	solutions	to	COVID-19	protocols,	
disinfecting	retail	robots.	These	devices	are	as	tall	as	

store	 shelves	 and	 wander	 the	 aisles	 of	 the	 store	
shining	bacteria	killing	UV	 light	 in	order	to	prevent	
the	 spread	 of	 disease	 amidst	 the	 pandemic.	 This	
month	 many	 technological	 concepts	 have	 been	
proposed.	 Engineers	 across	 the	 globe	 have	
indefinitely	 been	 using	 their	 time	 out	 home	 to	
brainstorm.	 What	 is	 now	 starting	 out	 as	 simple	
concepts	are	expected	to	be	the	common	technology	
of	the	future.		

	
IN PERSON OR VIRTUAL? 
By:	Sofia	Sieminski,	2021	

Spring	 break	 is	 shortly	 arriving,	 marking	
nearly	one	year	since	the	start	of	virtual	learning	for	
students.	 Though	 a	 chaotic	 year	 through	 the	
pandemic,	 students	 were	 forced	 to	 quickly	 adapt	
their	 education	 through	 a	 screen	 for	 the	 first	 few	
months.	Promising	vaccine	distribution	has	resulted	
in	more	 relaxed	 COVID	 rules	 in	 school,	 as	 the	 CDC	
now	 recommends	 that	 students	 remain	 three	 feet	
apart	as	opposed	to	six.	As	schools	begin	to	re-open,	
the	 frequent	question	of	 safety	and	effectiveness	 to	
protect	 students	 and	 faculty	 against	 COVID-19	
remains	 a	 question	 to	many	 families.	Many	 seniors	
are	 excited	 to	 reenter	 the	 school	 after	 months	 of	
virtual	 learning	 to	 celebrate	 the	 final	 moments	 of	
high	 school.	 Frankie	 Sarracino,	 a	 JDHS	 senior,	 says	
that	he	wants	to	spend	his	last	year	of	high	school	in	

a	classroom,	“it	was	really	important	to	me	to	go	back	
to	school	to	help	me	focus	in	class	and	prepare	for	the	
upcoming	 AP	 exams.”	 On	 the	 other	 hand,	 many	
students	 prefer	 to	 learn	 from	 home	 to	 continue	 to	
prevent	the	spread	of	COVID-19.	Ana	Cracium,	a	JDHS	
senior,	 mentions	 her	 plans	 to	 remain	 virtual,	 “my	
parents	are	doctors	and	we’re	never	entirely	sure	if	
they’re	going	to	be	around	COVID	patients.”	Though	a	
challenging	 and	 rapidly-changing	 school	 year,	
according	 to	 the	New	 Jersey	COVID-19	 Information	
Hub,	as	of	March	seventeenth,	all	New	Jersey	schools	
are	open	 “full-time	 in-person	 instruction”.	With	 the	
increase	 in	 vaccinations	 across	 the	 nation,	 it	 is	
possible	 that	 schools	 can	 open	 to	 full-capacity	 this	
coming	September.	

	
PANDEMIC IRRESPONSIBILITY 
By:	Cassandra	Cadillo,	2022	

Cassandra	Cadillo	 interviews	Mirielle	 Joseph	
(Junior)	about	what	she	thinks	of	those	who	are	not	
taking	the	safety	recommendations	seriously.	
Dawg	 Print:	 How	 has	 you	 and	 your	 family	 been	
dealing	 with	 the	 Coronavirus	 in	 terms	 of	 safety	
measures?	
Mirielle	Joseph:	We	have	been	social	distancing	and	
wearing	our	masks.	We	try	not	to	socialize	with	too	
many	 people.	 If	 so,	 we	 meet	 with	 them	 outdoors	
while	staying	six	feet	apart.	
DP:	 What	 is	 your	 main	 motivation	 in	 staying	
cautious?	
MJ:	 I	 do	 it	 for	 the	 safety	 of	 my	 family,	 as	 well	 as	
everybody	else.	One	of	my	family	members	actually	
got	 the	 virus,	 which	made	my	 family	 become	 even	
more	 cautious	 since	we	 don’t	want	 that	 to	 happen	
again.	

DP:	 How	 do	 you	
feel	 about	 people	
posting	 on	 social	
media	 about	
traveling,	 as	 well	
as	 socializing	 in	
huge	gatherings?	
MJ:	 It	 is	 very	 hard	 to	 watch	 some	 people	 be	 so	
irresponsible.	 Many	 of	 those	 in	 our	 school	 go	 to	
parties	 and	 since	 I	 do	 track	 and	 soccer,	 I	was	 very	
scared	because	I	had	to	be	around	many	of	them	at	
practices	 and	 such.	 Knowing	 that	 they	 were	 doing	
irresponsible	things	was	very	scary.	
DP:	What	are	your	thoughts	about	those	who	refuse	
to	wear	masks?	
MJ:	 It	 does	not	make	 any	 sense	 to	me.	Do	 they	not	
believe	 in	 science?	Do	 they	not	 think	 the	mask	will	
work?	Do	they	not	think	the	virus	is	real?	I	don’t	
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understand	what	goes	through	their	heads	when	they	
refuse	to	wear	a	mask.	 It	 is	not	that	hard	to	wear	a	
mask,	and	I	can’t	imagine	myself	being	that	way.	
DP:	What	would	you	say	to	those	who	continue	to	go	
to	parties	during	the	Pandemic?	
MJ:	 I	 understand	 that	 they	 want	 to	 have	 fun,	 but	
people	don’t	realize	that	we	can	have	as	much	fun	as	
we	want	when	the	Pandemic	ends.	It	is	hard	now,	but	

parties	will	always	be	around	and	we	have	 to	wait.	
There	is	no	point	in	putting	yourself	and	other	people	
in	danger	when	you	can	be	cautious	and	wait.	
DP:	What	do	you	want	to	say	to	Jonathan	Dayton	High	
School	students	about	the	virus?	
MJ:	Be	careful	and	be	safe.	Don’t	go	in	big	crowds,	and	
if	you	are	in	public,	stay	six	feet	apart.	The	state	of	the	
human	race	depends	on	you!	

	
	
DCA FRESHMEN INTERVIEW 
By:	Adriana	Rivera,	2023	

As	 a	 Sophomore	 in	 the	 Dayton	 Collegiate	
Academy—quite	 aware	 of	 the	 challenges	 that	 arise	
when	first	starting	out	in	such	an	intellectually	taxing	
program	 as	 the	 DCA	 during	 a	 completely	 normal	
school	 year—The	 Dawg	 Print’s	 Adriana	 Rivera	
interviewed	current	DCA	Freshmen	Kate	Sousa	and	
Meghan	 Kreinberg	 of	 the	 class	 of	 2024	 to	 inquire	
about	 the	 changes	 and	 potential	 challenges	 that	 go	
into	beginning	the	high-intensity	program	of	the	DCA	
while	in	a	fully	remote,	virtual	learning	environment.	
Dawg	Print:	We	are	going	to	start	with	a	little	bit	of	
background,	so	I	want	to	know	what	your	application	
process	was	like.	Pretty	normal,	I’m	assuming?	
Kate	Sousa:	Yes,	we	just	filled	out	the	application	and	
did	the	interview	like	everyone	else.	
Meghan	 Kreinberg:	 We	 were	 still	 in	 person	 at	 the	
time,	so	yes,	it	was	normal.		
DP:	What	 originally	 interested	 you	 about	 the	DCA?	
What	were	your	expectations	when	applying?	
KS:	Well,	I	was	applying	to	a	lot	of	high	schools,	like	
Magnet,	and	I	applied	to	the	DCA	also,	and	I	thought	
[the	DCA]	was	going	to	be	really	hard	at	first.	I	was	
thinking	I	was	never	going	to	go	to	Dayton	because	I	
thought	it	was	going	to	be	way	too	hard,	but	I	ended	
up	going.	I	thought	it	was	going	to	be	really	difficult,	
but	it’s	okay	so	far.		
MK:	My	story	 is	a	 little	different.	 I	begged	my	mom	
not	to	go	to	Dayton	because	I	thought	I	was	going	to	
know	no	one.	But,	once	I	went	to	the	orientation,	 it	
sounded	really	nice.		
DP:	 Did	 your	 expectations	 change	 at	 all	 when	 we	
were	all	forced	into	lockdown	back	in	March?		
KS:	Not	really,	I	was	just	hoping	that	we	would	be	in	
person	so	I	could	meet	people.	I	thought	I	would	not	
be	able	to	meet	anybody	because	it	was	virtual.	
MK:	Yes,	that	was	my	major	concern	also.	

DP:	What	was	it	like	having	to	start	the	program	fully	
virtual	with	an	AP	course?		
KS:	I	think	the	classes	individually	are	not	that	hard.	
Sometimes	 [the	 work]	 got	 to	 be	 a	 little	 too	 much	
because	we	have	that	extra	AP	class,	but	we	just	had	
to	learn	how	to	balance	our	work.		
DP:	Are	you	finding	the	workload	any	different	now	
that	we	are	further	into	the	school	year?	
KS:	No,	but	now	we	are	getting	a	lot	more	because	AP	
Art	History	is	starting	to	pack	up.		
DP:	How	is	preparation	for	the	AP	exam	going?	
KS:	It’s	pretty	stressful,	since	it	is	a	lot	to	memorize	
all	250	pieces.	
DP:	 Yes,	 but	 you	 do	 not	 need	 to	worry,	 everything	
should	 turn	 out	 just	 fine!	 Did	 either	 of	 you	 find	 it	
difficult	 to	 meet	 people	 with	 the	 all	 virtual	
environment?	
KS:	Surprisingly,	no.		
MK:	Actually,	a	lot	of	people	from	Dayton	reached	out.	
They	 would	 say,	 “You’re	 new?	 We	 should	 become	
friends,”	so	it	was	not	that	bad.	
KS:	 Yes.	 [Meghan	 and	 I]	 would	 reach	 out	 to	 other	
people.	 Actually,	 Meghan	 and	 I	 did	 not	 even	 know	
each	other.	We	met	because	we	were	both	going	to	
Dayton.		
DP:	What	schools	did	you	both	go	to	before?	
KS:	I	went	to	Kawameeh,	which	is	a	middle	school	in	
Union.	
MK:	And	I	went	to	St.	Theresa’s,	which	is	a	Catholic	
school	in	Kenilworth.	
DP:	Very	interesting!	Well,	those	are	all	the	questions	
I	have,	but	 I	am	glad	 that	you	are	 finding	 it	 to	be	a	
smooth	cruise	into	the	DCA.	Thank	you	both	so	much	
for	participating,	and	do	not	worry	too	much	about	
the	AP	Exam,	I	think	you	guys	will	be	just	fine!
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NEW HYBRID SCHEDULE 
By:	Victoria	Perez-Palacios,	2023	

Jonathan	Dayton	High	School	 implemented	a	
four	day	in-school	schedule	on	March	15th,	2021.	The	
new	cohort	schedule	combines	cohorts	A	and	B	into	
one,	 with	 Wednesday	 remaining	 virtual.	 Students	
carry	 around	 plastic	 shields	 from	 classroom	 to	
classroom	 to	 protect	 themselves	 from	 others.	 This	
new	 schedule	 allows	 students	 to	 have	 more	 social	
interaction	with	other	classmates	around	 them	and	

with	their	teachers	as	well.	Expectations	of	the	new	
cohort	 include	 returning	 to	 a	 normal	 schedule	 and	
easier	 learning	 of	 academic	material.	 In	 the	 recent	
weeks	of	the	four-day	schedule,	students	have	felt	the	
struggles	of	returning	to	school	(almost)	every	day.	
The	new	schedule	grants	students	with	the	ability	to	
assimilate	 into	 the	 rhythm	 of	 everyday	 life	 once	
again.	

	
AP EXAMS: WHAT’S CHANGED? 
By:	Sarah	Zarember,	2021	

AP	season	for	2021	is	right	around	the	corner,	
with	 exams	 beginning	 the	 first	 week	 in	 May	 and	
continuing	for	another	two	weeks.	However,	due	to	
the	 shift	 to	 remote	 learning	 and	 multiple	 options	
offered	by	the	College	Board	for	exam	delivery,	many	
questions	 have	 arisen	 amongst	 Dayton’s	 student	
body	as	to	the	format,	timing,	length,	and	content	of	
these	exams.	Here’s	everything	we	know.		

Even	 though	 much	 of	 the	 student	 body	 of	
Jonathan	Dayton	has	opted	to	 finish	the	2020-2021	
school	 year	 remotely,	 all	 AP	 exams	 administered	
through	 the	 high	 school	 will	 be	 in	 an	 in-person	
format.	Students	will	be	required	to	come	into	school	
to	take	their	exams	in-person,	where	they	will	wear	
masks	 and	 social	 distance	 for	 the	 duration	 of	 the	
exam.	 Even	 if	 students	 are	 in	 virtual	 cohorts	 for	
school,	 their	 exams	 will	 have	 to	 take	 place	 in	 the	
building	and	remain	a	requirement	for	taking	the	AP	
classes	in-district.	As	for	the	length	of	the	tests,	all	AP	
exams	will	return	to	their	traditional	3+	hour	format,	
unlike	the	45-minute	condensed	versions	offered	last	
school	year.	The	entire	curriculum	of	each	AP	course	
will	 be	 covered	 in	 both	 multiple	 choice	 and	 free	
response	 questions	 for	 each	 exam.	 As	 always,	 no	

electronic	 devices	 are	 allowed	 inside	 the	 testing	
room.		

The	 decision	 to	 have	 standardized	 testing	
return	to	normal	before	school	districts	do	is	one	that	
has	 caused	 both	 applause	 and	 controversy	 from	
students,	parents,	and	teachers.	Some	argue	that	full-
length	tests	are	going	to	be	very	stressful	for	students	
who	have	had	no	re-acclimation	into	the	traditional	
classroom	 environment.	 However,	 given	 the	
expensive	price	of	the	tests	and	how	much	cheating	
has	 gone	 up	 since	 the	 shift	 to	 remote	 learning,	
perhaps	 administering	 full-length	 tests	 is	 the	 best	
option.	 Dayton	 AP	
students,	 make	 sure	 to	
leave	yourself	plenty	of	
time	to	study	and	eat	a	
good	 breakfast	 on	 test	
day.	Good	luck	from	the	
Dawg	Print	to	you	all!	

View	 the	 AP	
exam	 schedule	 from	
College	 Board	 here:	
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/exam-
administration-ordering-scores/exam-dates	

	
WHY E.R.A.S.E.? 
By:	Natalyah	Cadiche,	2022	

The	 Erase	 Racism	 and	 Sexism	 Everywhere	
club	 was	 founded	 with	 the	 purpose	 of	 educating	
students	on	racial	and	gender-based	disparities	both	
internationally	 and	 within	 their	 community.	 Many	
students	 have	 come	 together	 through	 this	 club.	
Whether	they	are	executive	board	members	such	as	
the	 Co-Presidents	 and	 Co-Vice	 Presidents	 or	 club	
members,	each	individual	who	participates	in	the	bi-

weekly	 discussions	 is	 able	 to	 leave	 feeling	 more	
educated	and	prepared	to	spread	the	club’s	message.	
When	 club	 members	 were	 asked	 about	 what	
E.R.A.S.E.	 meant	 to	 them	 Co-President	 Natalyah	
Cadiche	 stated	 that	 “E.R.A.S.E.	 serves	 as	 an	 open	
community	 where	 I	 can	 share	 my	 feelings	 about	
what’s	going	on	in	the	world	while	encouraging	my	
peers	to	educate	themselves	and	fight	back	against	
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inequality.”	 Natalyah’s	 fellow	 Co-President	 Kaya	
Waltzer	responded	that	“the	meaning	and	mission	of	
E.R.A.S.E.	 is	what	 the	 club	 stands	 for:	Erase	Racism	
and	 Sexism	 Everywhere.	 Although	 we’re	 stuck	 at	
home	and	there’s	not	much	to	do	now,	having	a	place	
to	 discuss	 issues	 pertaining	 to	 these	 topics	 and	
[being]	 able	 to	 learn	 more	 about	 them	 is	 really	
beneficial.”		
	 Each	person	involved	in	the	club	from	the	Co-
Presidents	 to	 the	members	plays	a	huge	role	 in	 the	
progression	 and	 success	 of	 the	 meetings.	 Co-Vice	
President,	 Brady	 Rosenstock	 noted	 that	 his	
responsibilities	 include	 “anything	 from	 writing	
discussion	questions	to	creating	PowerPoint	slides.”	
Brady	 also	 noted	 that	 he	 is	 “often	 responsible	 for	
facilitating	group	discussions	and	even	educating	on	
related	 subjects.”	 Fellow	Co-Vice	 President	 Lindsey	
Cornelison	 stated	 that	 her	 responsibilities	 include	
“[helping]	to	make	presentations	and	come	up	with	
ideas	for	each	meeting.”	
	 Aside	from	the	leaders	of	the	club,	each	of	the	
individual	members	who	come	to	each	meeting	are	
essential	 to	 the	 club’s	 ability	 to	 function.	 All	 of	 the	
members	 are	 extremely	 passionate	 about	 bringing	
equality	 and	 ending	 bias.	 When	 asked	 about	 what	
their	 favorite	 part	 of	 E.R.A.S.E.	 was,	 the	 members	

replied	with	a	plethora	of	answers.	Zoey	Rapp	stated	
that	 her	 favorite	 part	 was	 “Just	 talking	 about	
different	 example	 of	 racism	 or	 sexism	 so	 I	
personally	 have	 more	 knowledge	 about	 different	
injustices.”	 Member	 Matipa	 Tsuro	 noted	 that	 she	
enjoyed	the	“engaging	and	open	discussions.”	Ayana	
Alles	stated	that	her	favorite	part	was	“Talking	with	
other	 students	 and	 hearing	 their	 thoughts	 on	
issues”	 One	 of	 the	 members,	 Diana	 Elguera,	 was	
especially	passionate	and	stated,	“One	of	my	recent	
favorite	 activities	 was	 a	 discussion	 we	 had	 about	
Biden's	administration	 in	regards	 to	how	effective	
he's	been	so	far.	My	breakout	room	helped	me	break	
out	 of	 my	 shell	 and	 talk	 about	 Biden's	 lack	 of	
effectiveness	in	regards	to	immigration,	one	of	my	
greatest	concerns.	I	also	got	to	know	the	people	the	
breakout	 room	 more,	 and	 their	 own	 points	 were	
really	valuable	 to	hear.	We	bounced	off	 from	each	
other's	sentiments	and	had	an	exciting	time!”	
	 All	 of	 the	 members	 of	 E.R.A.S.E.	 are	 very	
passionate	and	excited	to	see	where	the	future	of	the	
club	 will	 take	 us.	 With	 hopes	 of	 continuing	 their	
meets	in	person	and	promoting	activism	throughout	
their	 school	 and	 community,	 every	 member	 of	
E.R.A.S.E.	 is	 optimistically	 awaiting	what	 the	 future	
holds	for	one	of	Jonathan	Dayton’s	newest	clubs.

IN PROGRESS: WHAT’S NEXT (AND LAST) IN STORE FOR 
DAYTON’S SENIORS 
By:	Sarah	Zarember,	2021	

As	 life	 slowly	 progresses	 into	 normalcy	
following	 the	 surge	 in	 new	 research	 and	 vaccine	
administration,	 things	are	 finally	 looking	up	 for	 the	
seniors	 of	 JD,	 who	 have	 effectively	 lost	 all	
upperclassmen	experiences	up	unto	this	point.	With	
talks	 of	 prom,	 graduation,	 and	 senior	 events,	 there	
are	 finally	 things	 in	 the	 works	 to	 look	 forward	 to	
without	holding	back	out	of	fear	of	disappointment.	

After	the	COVID-19	pandemic	cancelled	prom	
and	the	remainder	of	the	2019-2020	school	year	last	
March,	many	seniors	were	scared	that	they	would	be	
the	first	JDHS	graduating	class	to	not	attend	a	junior	
or	senior	prom.	However,	thanks	to	the	hard	work	of	
the	school	administration,	student	council,	and	class	
advisors,	 it	appears	 that	 “Prom	2021”	 is	on	pace	 to	
happen	preceding	Memorial	Day	Weekend.	The	prom	
will	 only	be	 for	 the	 class	 of	 2021,	with	 the	 class	 of	

2022	hopefully	being	able	to	
attend	prom	for	their	senior	
year	 once	 more	 normalcy	
returns.	It	is	a	bright	light	at	
the	end	of	this	dark	tunnel	of	
a	year,	as	seniors	will	be	able	
to	 (responsibly)	 party	 and	 celebrate	 with	 their	
classmates	 one	 last	 time	 before	 college	 sends	 the	
class	their	separate	ways.		

Additionally,	 plans	 for	 an	 in-person	
graduation	 are	 also	 ago!	 The	 working	 date	 (as	 of	
Friday	 3/26)	 is	 Wednesday,	 June	 16	 on	 the	 high	
school	turf	field.	Students	will	be	able	to	have	an	in-
person	ceremony	with	masks	and	appropriate	social	
distancing,	 although	 information	 regarding	 viewing	
the	ceremony	has	not	been	made	available	yet.	The	
ceremony	will	also	feature	performances	from	the	
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concert	band,	orchestra,	and	Daytones,	marking	the	
first	time	that	the	arts	department	has	been	able	to	
perform	 since	 the	 2020	winter	 concerts.	 Assuming	
that	there	are	no	obstacles	to	get	in	the	way	of	these	
plans,	 6/16	 will	 be	 a	 day	 of	 celebration	 for	 both	
seniors	and	our	school’s	artists.		

In	 other	 news,	 things	 are	 truly	 looking	 up	
regarding	 outdoor	 events	 as	 the	 weather	 turns	 to	
mark	 the	 spring	 season.	 The	 National	 Art	 Honor	
Society	 chapter	 is	 in	 the	 works	 of	 organizing	 an	
outdoor	 induction	and	gallery,	where	student	work	
made	 throughout	 the	 year	will	 be	 accessible.	 Some	

fall	 sports	 that	 did	 not	 have	 regular	 seasons	 are	
getting	the	ability	to	make	them	up	now,	and	many	
spring	sports	including	boys’	tennis	and	lacrosse	are	
underway	as	well.	The	concert	and	marching	bands	
are	 planning	 a	 spring	 showcase	 at	 the	 school	 to	
perform	spring	concert	pieces	and	an	abridged	field	
show.	 Graduation	 has	 been	 pushed	 up	 to	
accommodate	more	times	for	activities	for	the	senior	
class,	and	 the	 first	 fundraiser	 is	set	 to	 take	place	 in	
late	April.	We	can’t	wait	to	turn	this	year	around	and	
celebrate	 our	 accomplishments	 as	 quickly	 and	
responsibly	as	possible

 
THE SPRING BREAK SCOOP! 
By:	Diana	Elguera,	2023	

Springfield	students	and	staff	enjoyed	a	well-deserved	Spring	Break	spanning	from	March	29	to	April	2	
(excluding	weekends).	What	did	the	JDHS	community	do	during	that	time?	Here’s	the	scoop!	I	hope	everyone	
had	a	great	Spring	Break!	
79	people	said	they	would	be	resting/sleeping	
67	people	said	they	would	be	listening	to	music	
61	people	said	they	would	be	watching	videos	or	movies	
54	people	said	they	would	be	meeting	with	friends	
43	people	said	they	would	be	exercising	
42	people	said	they	would	be	seeing	family	
42	people	said	they	would	be	playing	sports	
40	people	said	they	would	be	cooking/baking	
33	people	said	they	would	be	reading	
30	people	said	they	would	be	gaming	
26	people	said	they	would	be	studying	
19	people	said	they	would	be	playing	an	instrument	
18	people	said	they	would	be	writing	
17	people	said	they	would	be	taking	a	vacation	
12	people	said	they	would	partake	in	organizing/activism	
10	people	said	they	would	be	researching	something	new	
Some	additional	responses	included:	

o Doing	puzzles	
o Fishing	(2)	
o Visiting	colleges	
o Drawing/painting	(3)	
o Designing	a	bell	nozzle	for	a	“50	ft,	supercooled	liquid	methane-	and	oxygen-[powered]	sounding	rocket”	

In	response	to	their	response,	one	response	said:	
o “See,	that’s	the	plan,	and	you	and	I	both	know	the	plan	is	very	rarely	followed	through	on.”

 
 


