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EDITOR IN CHIEF OPINION 
	

At	Jonathan	Dayton,	learning	from	the	comfort	of	the	students’	own	homes	for	an	entire	school	year	was	

something	that	was	never	expected.	Never	would	the	student	body	have	had	an	opportunity	like	what	occurred	

last	year	under	regular	circumstances.	Some	students	may	even	prefer	learning	at	home	from	their	bedrooms,	

while	others	may	find	it	to	be	distracting	and	would	rather	be	live	in	class.	Now	that	everyone	must	report	to	the	

building,	the	transition	from	a	screen	to	in-person	may	lack	the	right	motivation,	and	it	may	be	hard	to	maintain	

a	positive	attitude.	However,	now	that	Dayton	is	open	again,	it	is	important	to	follow	safety	precautions	properly	

in	order	to	have	the	most	normal	school	experience	as	possible.	Having	the	right	mindset	and	remaining	patent,	

respectful,	and	focused	will	lead	to	another	great	school	year.	It	is	also	vital	to	stay	optimistic	for	what	

improvements	the	future	is	sure	to	bring.		
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HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH 
By:	Victoria	Perez,	2023	

It's	 October!	 That	 means	 leaves	 falling,	
pumpkin	 picking,	 apple	 pie,	 and	 Hispanic	 Heritage	
Month!	 Hispanic	 Heritage	 Month	 takes	 place	 from	
September	 15th	 to	 October	 15th	 to	 celebrate	 and	
honor	 those	 with	 ancestry	 from	 Spanish-speaking	
countries	in	Central	America,	South	America,	Europe,	
and	 Africa.	 Hispanic	 Heritage	 Month	 appreciates	
hispanic	trailblazers	from	past	and	present	that	
represent	Hispanics	from	all	over	the	world.		
Hispanics	to	know	about:	

Julia	Alvarez	 -	Alvarez	 is	 a	poet,	
novelist,	 and	 essayist	 from	 the	
Dominican	 Republic.	 Her	 book	How	 the	
Garcia	 Girls	 Lost	 Their	 Accents	was	 the	
winner	 of	the	 1991	 Pen	
Oakland/Josephine	Miles	 Literary	 Award,	
an	 award	 for	 U.S.	 multicultural	 writers.	 In	
2013,	President	Obama	awarded	her	the	National	
Medal	 of	 Arts.	 Her	 most	 recent	
publication,	Afterlife	was	 declared	 the	 "Must	 Read	
Book	of	2020"	by	Times	Magazine.		

Fransisco	 Dallmeier	 -	 Born	 in	 Caracas,	
Venezuela,	Dallmeier	became	the	director	of	La	Salle	
Museum	in	Venezuela	by	the	age	of	20.	He	obtained	a	
degree	 in	 biology	 from	 the	 Central	 University	 of	
Venezuela.	 He	 has	 a	 masters	 and	 Ph.D.	 in	 wildlife	
ecology	from	Colorado	State	University.	He	currently	
works	at	the	Smithsonian	Institution	in	Washington,	

DC,	where	he	developed	an	important	technique	for	
measuring	and	tracking	changes	in	biodiversity.	

Bernardo	 Alberto	 Houssay	 -	 Dr.	 Bernardo	
Houssay	was	born	in	Buenos	Aires,	Argentina,	one	of	
eight	 children.	 Graduating	 from	 the	School	 of	
Pharmacy	 of	 the	 University	 of	 Buenos	 Aires	 at	 14	
years	of	age,	he	studied	medicine	and	took	up	a	post	

in	 the	Department	of	Physiology.	He	worked	
in	the	field	of	physiology	every	day.	His	life-
changing	discovery	about	the	part	played	
by	the	hormone	of	the	anterior	pituitary	
lobe	 in	 the	 metabolism	 of	 sugar	 won	
him	 a	 Nobel	 Prize	 in	 1947	 for	
Physiology	 or	 Medicine.	 Dr.	 Houssay	
has	been	decorated	by	several	countries'	
governments	and	holds	honorary	degrees	

from	twenty-five	universities.		
Celia	Cruz	-	Known	as	the	Queen	of	Salsa,	

with	25	recorded	gold	albums	and	5	Grammys,	Celia	
Cruz	continues	 to	 inspire	others.	Cruz	was	 the	 lead	
singer	for	the	band	La	Sonora	Matancera.	After	going	
solo,	she	gained	recognition	in	the	United	States	for	
her	 salsa	music.	 She	 is	 one	 of	 the	 few	women	who	
have	succeeded	in	the	male-domniated	field	of	salsa	
music.	 Cruz	 not	 only	 produced	 music	 for	
entertainment,	 but	 used	 it	 to	 celebrate	 her	 Afro-
Latino	culture	during	the	U.S.	Civil	Rights	Movement.	
Later	 she	 became	 the	 subject	 of	My	 Name	 Is	 Celia	
Cruz	and	appeared	in	films	such	as	The	Mambo	Kings.

JOIN ENVIRONMENTAL CLUB! 
By:	Cassandra	Cadillo,	2022	
Do	you	 think	more	 attention	 should	be	paid	 to	our	
environment?	Then,	join	Environmental	Club!	It	has	
recently	 been	 growing	 in	members	 and	 popularity,	
and	the	Executive	Board	is	so	excited	to	have	such	a	
great	 start	 to	a	brand-new	year.	Last	year,	 the	club	
was	 very	 small	 at	 approximately	 8	 members.	
However,	 this	didn’t	stop	 them	from	meeting	every	
week	and	carrying	out	multiple	projects.	They	went	
out	into	the	School’s	courtyard	to	plant	Pomegranate	
trees,	and	when	it	was	discovered	that	the	fish	living	
in	the	pond	had	all	passed	away,	they	rushed	to	clean	
out	 all	 the	 fish,	 as	 well	 as	 all	 the	 muck	 that	 had	
completely	overtaken	the	water.	Today,	you	can	see	

the	freshly	restored	pond	full	of	new	and	healthy	fish.	
This	 project	 is	 a	 perfectly	 good	 example	 of	 what	
Environmental	 Club	 aims	 to	 do.	 They	 want	 to	 get	
students	 excited	 about	 caring	 for	 the	 environment.	
After	 seeing	 the	 tragedy	 at	 the	 pond,	 members	
started	 bursting	with	 ideas	 about	 how	 to	 solve	 the	
problem	immediately.	This	year,	Environmental	Club	
(now	 at	 around	 25	members)	 plans	 on	 doing	 even	
more	 valuable	 projects.	 They	 have	 already	 been	
approved	to	go	on	their	first	field	trip	on	November	
9th,	 where	 they	 will	 go	 to	 an	 Orchard	 and	 collect	
unwanted,	 but	 still	 edible	 fruits	 and	 vegetables	 to	
donate	to	the	Food	Bank.	This	trip	is	the	first	of	many		
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and	the	club	is	super	excited	for	what’s	to	come.	If	you	
or	 anyone	 you	 know	 is	 interested	 in	 joining	
Environmental	 Club,	 talk	 to	 Mr.	 Davison	 or	 the	
Executive	 Board,	 which	 consists	 of	 President	

Natalyah	 Cadiche,	 Vice	 President	 Ella	 Bertolotti,	
Secretary	 Cassandra	 Cadillo,	 Treasurer	 Gabriella	
Gutierrez,	 and	 Historian/Webmaster	 Paige	
Lieberman.	Go	green!

 
SENIOR YEAR – THE EXPECTATIONS, FEARS, AND 
HOPES OF THE CLASS OF 2022
By:	Natalyah	Cadiche,	2022

As	Dayton	 students	 return	 to	 a	 complete	 in-
person	school	model,	many	questions	and	concerns	
regarding	 activities,	 events,	 and	 other	 Jonathan	
Dayton	 traditions	 remain	 unanswered.	 With	 the	
senior	class	of	2022	being	the	only	currently	enrolled	
students	who	have	experienced	a	complete,	“normal”	
school	 year,	many	Seniors	have	broad	expectations	
for	what	the	2021-2022	school	year	will	look	like.	

In	addition	to	classes	taking	place	virtually	on	
the	 world-renowned	 “zoom,”	 changes	 to	 the	
structure	 of	 a	 typical	 school	 day	 at	 JDHS	were	 also	
made	 to	 accommodate	 the	 virtual	 and	 hybrid	
environment.	Although	the	in-person	school	does	not	
feature	the	same	scheduling	system	that	was	adopted	
throughout	the	peak	of	the	pandemic,	the	school	has	
slightly	shifted	its	schedule	system	from	the	original	
schedule	used	during	the	2018-2019	and	early	2019-
2020	 school	 years.	 Changes	 to	 the	 schedule	 have	
included	 the	 activity	 period	 being	 moved	 to	 the	
middle	of	the	day	as	opposed	to	the	first	period	in	the	
morning	 and	 club	 meetings	 have	 shifted	 to	 after	
school	rather	than	the	separated	time	for	the	activity	
period.	 With	 the	 new	 scheduling	 system	 in	 place,	
many	 Senior	 students’	 hopes	 of	 expanding	 their	
involvement	 in	 the	 extensive	 extracurricular	
programs	have	been	halted.	With	 sport’s,	practices,	
jobs,	 and	 various	 other	 personal	 needs	 occurring	
after	 school,	 a	multitude	of	 seniors	 anticipates	 that	
they	will	either	have	decreased	or	no	participation	at	
all	in	extracurriculars	outside	of	their	selected	sports.		

Aside	 from	 the	 senior	 classes	 decreasing	
hopes	 for	 extracurriculars,	 many	 students	 have	 a	
much	more	 optimistic	 outlook	 on	 the	 potential	 for	

senior	activities	and	school-wide	events.	As	students	
watched	and	cheered	on	their	classmates	during	the	
most	recent	pep	rally,	an	air	of	excitement,	pride,	and	
school	 spirit	 was	 carried	 throughout	 the	 halls	 of	
JDHS.	 Despite	 the	 need	 to	 complete	 the	 pep	 rally	
outdoors	as	opposed	to	the	traditional	events	in	the	
main	 gym,	 many	 Seniors	 were	 simply	 excited	 to	
partake	 in	 a	 long-awaited	 school-wide	 gathering.	
After	seeing	how	the	school’s	administration	is	taking	
steps	 to	 cautiously	 and	 safely	 provide	 the	 student	
body	with	long-awaited	traditions,	many	seniors	are	
excitedly	 anticipating	 the	 provisions	 that	 will	 be	
made	to	ensure	that	other	typical	senior	activities.	

Another	 raging	 topic	 being	 discussed	 by	
various	members	of	the	senior	class	is	the	prospects	
surrounding	prom	and	graduation.	Seniors	anticipate	
that	prom	will	proceed	as	normally	scheduled	after	
witnessing	 the	 class	 of	 2021	 have	 a	 semi-normal	
prom	 despite	 the	 pandemic	 and	 the	 hybrid	
scheduling	system.	With	greater	advancements	being	
made	 in	 the	 fight	 against	 COVID-19	 and	 statistical	
trends	showing	a	decrease	in	the	number	of	positive	
cases,	seniors	hope	to	return	to	normalcy	in	terms	of	
prom	and	graduation	proceedings.	However,	there	is	
still	fear	and	caution	amid	senior	excitement	as	new	
variants	of	the	Coronavirus	began	to	take	hold.	
As	a	whole,	the	senior	class	is	eager	to	indulge	in	the	
new	prospects	and	activities	 that	have	been	put	on	
pause	throughout	the	quarantine	period.	While	some	
concerns	 regarding	 scheduling	 and	 the	 state	 of	 the	
pandemic	are	still	present,	a	majority	of	the	class	of	
2022	is	optimistic	that	the	school	year	will	be	fruitful,	
exciting,	and	forever	memorable.	

	
FALL SPORTS  
By:	Anthony	Bianchi,	2024	

At	Jonathan	Dayton,	any	sports	season	is	sure	
to	be	a	memorable	one.	However,	the	fall	season	has	
an	 entirely	 different	 feeling	 associated	 with	 the	
different	 sports	 that	 are	 played	during	 this	 time.	 It	

makes	 not	 only	 the	 players	 themselves,	 but	 their	
fellow	peers	watching	energized	to	kick	off	the	year	
the	right	way.	It	is	a	great	way	to	give	everyone	a	rush	
of	school	spirit,	ranging	from	football	and	soccer	to		
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cross	 country.	 The	 Dawg	 Print’s	 Anthony	 Bianchi	
interviewed	 Brandyn	 Bernknopf,	 Zac	 Potito,	 and	
Molly	Martys	 about	 their	 fall	 seasons	 so	 far.	 These	
three	 athletes	 are	members	 of	 the	 Dayton	 football,	
cross	country,	and	soccer	teams.	
Dawg	Print:	In	your	own	words,	what	is	it	mean	to	
you	to	play	for	Jonathan	Dayton’s	athletic	programs?	
Brandyn	Bernknopf:	To	me,	 being	 on	 the	 football	
team	 means	 a	 great	 opportunity	 to	 bond	 with	
younger	and	older	players	and	help	make	memories	
that	will	last	far	beyond	high	school.	
Molly	Martys:	Playing	for	Jonathan	Dayton’s	athletic	
program	 has	 greatly	 impacted	 my	 knowledge	 on	
soccer.	I	have	learned	a	lot	from	my	fellow	teammates	
and	coaches.	Everyone	was	so	supportive	and	helpful.	
I	wouldn’t	be	where	I	am	today	without	the	people	in	
the	Jonathan	Dayton’s	athletic	program.			
Zac	Potito:	I	feel	honored	to	be	representing	Dayton	
by	being	on	the	school	cross	country	team.		
DP:	 What	 advice	 would	 you	 give	 to	 incoming	
students	of	Jonathan	Dayton	if	they	were	interested	
in	joining	a	sports	team?	
BB:	 I	 think	 joining	 sports	 teams	 is	 a	 great	 idea	 for	
incoming	 students.	 It	 is	 a	 great	 way	 to	 make	 new	
friends	that	you	share	interest	with.	Playing	a	sport	is	
more	 than	 just	 playing,	 the	 athletes	 learn	 how	 to	
work	hard,	be	competitive,	work	with	a	team,	and	be	
coachable.	
MM:	Advice	I	would	give	to	any	incoming	students	of	
Jonathan	 Dayton	 that	 are	 interested	 in	 joining	 a	
sports	team	is	to	 introduce	yourself	and	be	open	to	
talk	 to	 people.	Making	 new	bonds	with	 people	will	
help	you	succeed	 in	your	 sport.	Also	 fill	 free	 to	ask	
questions,	the	coaches	or	players	will	happily	assist	
you.		

ZP:	These	students	should	not	hesitate	to	join	school	
sports.	 Not	 only	 is	 it	 a	 way	 to	 put	 your	 athletic	
abilities	 to	 test,	 but	 the	 bonds	 you	 create	 are	 truly	
unforgettable.		
DP:	 How	 do	 you	 feel	 playing	 your	 sport	 has	
strengthened	 or	 influenced	 other	 aspects	 of	 your	
academic	life?	
BB:	Playing	sports	can	 influence	a	student	athlete’s	
academic	life.	Playing	a	sport	can	also	get	athletes	a	
scholarship	 into	 a	 college	 which	 they	 can	 benefit	
from.	
MM:	Playing	soccer	has	strengthened	and	influenced	
other	 aspects	 of	 my	 academic	 life	 by	 teaching	 me	
discipline	 and	 communication	 skills.	 Being	 on	 the	
field	you	learn	to	listen	and	communicate	with	your	
teammates.		
ZP:	I	feel	running	cross	country	has	strengthened	my	
academic	ability	because	it	teaches	me	strength	and	
resilience.		
DP:	What	will	you	miss	most	about	your	team	once	
the	season	is	over?		
BB:	Once	the	season	ends,	 I	will	definitely	miss	 the	
energy	 with	 the	 team.	 This	 was	 also	 my	 first	 year	
starting	so	that	adds	to	it	more.	Mostly	because	it	was	
my	first	time	experiencing	playing	under	the	lights	on	
Friday	 while	 almost	 the	 whole	 school	 is	 there	
watching	you	play.	
MM:	Once	this	season	is	over,	I	will	miss	the	seniors	
leaving	the	most.	All	of	them	have	greatly	 impacted	
me	 and	 truly	 made	 my	 soccer	 experience	 more	
enjoyable.	 I	 don’t	 know	 how	 our	 team	will	 survive	
without	him.				
ZP:	Once	the	season	is	over,	I	will	miss	creating	new	
memories.	I	will	hold	onto	the	old	memories	and	be	
sure	to	make	more	next	season.		

 
PARTY ROCKERS IN THE PARKING LOT TONIGHT 
By:	Suki	Vadali,	2024	

On	 the	night	of	October	2nd,	2021,	 Jonathan	
Dayton	 held	 its	 first	 Homecoming	 dance	 since	 the	
beginning	 of	 the	 pandemic.	 It	 surely	 did	 not	
disappoint.	 Glaring	 lights	 of	 every	 color,	 speakers	
blasting	music	 that	 could	 be	 heard	 from	 down	 the	
block,	 and	 throats	 so	 sore	 from	 screaming	 loud	 to	
popular	songs	are	evidence	of	a	fun	night.	There	were	
many	steps	 taken	 to	ensure	a	safe	yet	 fun	night	 for	
many.	Although	the	dance	is	normally	held	inside	of	
the	gym,	due	to	Covid-19,	it	was	for	the	best	that	the	
restrictions	of	the	ceiling	were	taken	away,	in	favor	of	

an	open	sky.	When	not	on	the	dance	floor,	students	
could	 be	 seen	 taking	 pictures	 with	 the	 Drake	
cardboard	cutout,	grabbing	snacks	at	the	snack	table,	
or	 voting	 for	 their	 Homecoming	 court.	 The	 event	
provided	 a	 variety	 of	 snacks	 and	 drinks,	 such	 as	
Oreo’s,	chips,	and	candy.	Each	was	wrapped	in	their	
own	 individual	 packaging	 to	 leave	 the	 food	 on	 the	
inside	 sterile.	 Also,	 the	 new	 ability	 to	 vote	 for	
homecoming	 queen/king	 through	 the	 efficient	 QR	
code	 was	 introduced.	 Using	 the	 camera	 app	 to	
identify	 the	 code,	 students	 reached	 the	 desired	
platform	quickly.	Votes	were	not	taken	through	the		
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writing	of	a	ballot	this	year.	Some	students	have	said	
that	this	was	an	easier	way	of	tallying	the	votes.	The	
DJ’s	 provided	 a	 perfect	 playlist	 to	 top	 off	 this	
rambunctious	 night.	 Popular	 party	 songs	 such	 as	
Jennifer	 Lopez’s,	 “On	 the	 Floor,”	 and	 “Time	 of	 Our	
Lives,”	co-created	by	Pitbull	and	Ne-Yo	were	played.	
However,	crowd	pleaser	songs	such	as	“Mo	Bamba,”	
by	 Sheck	Wes	 and	“Sicko	Mode,”	 by	 Travis	 Scott	 ft.	
Drake	 was	 not	 played	 due	 to	 their	 provocative	
language.		

Despite	 the	 microphone's	 sworn	 oath	 to	
continuously	cut	in	and	out,	partial	ways	through	the	
dance,	the	winners	of	the	homecoming	monarchs	and	
the	 Senior	 Superlatives	 were	 announced.	 The	
Homecoming	 winners	 were	 chosen	 by	 their	 peers	
through	 a	 system	 of	 fair	 voting.	 For	 the	 freshman	
class,	 Nate	 Goldman	 and	 Angie	 Gatto	were	 chosen.	
Kieran	Conway	and	Michelle	Saverino	were	elected	
as	 the	 sophomore	 sovereigns.	 Corey	 Fishman	 and	
Julia	Jehle,	both	juniors,	were	voted	in	as	Prince	and	
Princess.	 Finally,	 Brady	 Rosenstock	 and	 Julia	
Goldman	were	crowned	as	the	official	Homecoming	
King	and	Queen.	Flowers,	 sashes,	 and	 crowns	were	
given	to	the	two,	much	to	their	surprise.	It	was	a	close		

race	between	all	of	the	candidates,	but	both	winners	
and	nominees	should	be	proud.	To	be	chosen	by	one’s	
entire	grade	is	a	spectacular	accomplishment.		

According	to	an	OnCourse	message,	seemingly	
sent	to	the	entire	student	body	by	Ms.	Cokeing,	masks	
were	required.	Still,	few	wore	them.	Even	those	who	
normally	wear	 their	masks	 in	 the	medically	proper	
way.	Whether	 this	 occurrence	 is	 a	 sign	of	 a	 society	
reborn	after	two	long	years	of	fighting	a	pandemic,	or	
folly	 decision	 making	 forged	 in	 the	 spur	 of	 the	
moment,	 is	 up	 for	 debate.	 Current	 information	
suggests	 that	 the	 homecoming	 dance	 was	 not	 a	
spreader	 of	 Covid-19.	No	 information	 about	 break-
through	 infection	 has	 been	 released.	 However,	 it	
should	 be	 noted	 that	 studies	 show	 that	 the	
percentage	of	Covid-19	transmissions	caused	by	the	
asymptomatic	 and	pre-symptomatic	 are	 high.	More	
than	50%.	Asymptomatic	cases	occurred	nearly	25%	
of	the	time	in	teenagers	ages	14	to	20	years	old.	No	
doubt,	the	mask	less	celebration	was	a	risk,	but	one	
with	 no	 severe	 consequences.	 It	 was	 definitely	 a	
memorable	 night	 for	 many	 students	 at	 Jonathan	
Dayton,	 and	 will	 go	 down	 as	 another	 successful	
Homecoming	dance	in	Dayton’s	history.	

	
INVESTIGATION: SHOULD TEENAGERS GO TRICK-OR-
TREATING?  
By:	Diana	Elguera	Tapia,	2023	

The	reappearance	of	inflatable	front	yard	
ghosts	and	Spirit	costume	stores	indicates	the	
return	of	the	spookiest	holiday	of	the	year	-	A.K.A.	
America’s	beloved	Halloween!	For	one	night	a	year,	
youth	from	all	over	the	nation	can	transform	
themselves	into	somebody	else	by	donning	
costumes	galore,	and	can	then	receive	candy	from	
households	that	reward	these	“tricks”	with	“treats.”	
That	being	said,	the	nation	continues	debating	on	
whether	teenagers	should	be	included	in	these	
festivities.	From	concerns	of	safety	to	stigmas	to	the	
last	remnants	of	childhood,	a	lot	of	arguments	exist	-	
but	I	think	some	of	the	most	important	will	come	
from	teens	themselves.	The	Dawg	Print	sent	out	a	
poll	asking	the	JDHS	student	body	whether	their	age	
group	should	continue	engaging	in	Halloween’s	
prime	activity,	and	the	results	are	in!	Read	on	to	
hear	out	some	of	the	arguments	in	favor	of	and	
against	teen	participation	in	trick-or-treating.	
	 The	majority	 of	 poll-takers	 decided	 that	 age	
was	one	of	the	most	controversial	arguments	in	the	

trick-or-treat	 debate.	 Many	 poll-takers	 argued	 in	
favor	of	teenagers’	right	to	their	youth,	especially	in	
its	last	stages.	For	many	at	the	high	school	level,	being	
a	teenager	means	planning	post-graduation	plans	on	
how	to	 live	 independently	and	without	around-the-
clock	 parental	 support.	 The	 responsibilities	 of	 the	
mature	 young	 adult	 include	 finances,	 driving,	 jobs,	
and	 many	 more	 that	 are,	 understandably,	 anxiety-
inducing.	It	is	no	wonder	why	teens	value	these	years	
as	 the	 last	 time	 they	 will	 get	 to	 enjoy	 being	
(relatively)	 carefree.	 Some	 common	 keywords	 for	
“Yes”	 responses	 included	 “fun”	 and	 “free	 candy,”	
indicating	 that	 many	 teens	 continue	 enjoying	 this	
yearly	rite	and	would	rather	not	lose	it	for	being	“too	
old.”	Conversely,	other	poll-takers	wanted	to	ensure	
that	 the	 youngest	 of	 youth	 get	 the	 best	 Halloween	
experience	 possible.	 Those	 who	 voted	 “No”	
expressed	 that,	 foremost,	 little	 kids	 should	 be	 the	
ones	prioritized	during	trick-or-treating.	Many	of	us	
remember	our	first	Halloweens	at	a	young	age,	when	
we	first	experienced	the	magic	from	this	spooky		
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holiday.	 The	 worry	 for	 these	 poll-takers	 is	 that	
teenagers	might	take	away	from	said	magic	depleting	
candy	supplies	from	households	before	the	youngest	
receive	them.	Instead,	a	poll	taker	suggests	that	teens	
can	 just	 as	 easily	 get	 free	 candy	 for	 themselves	 by	
purchasing	it	from	local	stores.	In	the	age	debate,	one	
poll	taker	did	point	out	a	double	standard	for	siblings	
who	 go	 out	 trick-or-treating:	 “If	 that	 teenager	 had	
their	younger	sibling	with	them,	[people	would]	act	
all	nice.”	The	right	to	a	fun	time	is	clearly	on	the	minds	
of	all	of	these	poll-takers.	
	 Further	 along	 in	 the	 poll	 are	 also	 responses	
concerning	the	social	perception	of	teens	who	dress	
up	and	trick-or-treat.	It	is	understandable	to	see	why	
we	 consider	 whether	 we	 may	 be	 outgrowing	 an	
activity	 expected	 mostly	 for	 younger	 children,	
particularly	 in	the	eyes	of	grown-ups.	Coupled	with	
this	 consideration	 is	 also	 the	 fear	 of	 being	 seen	 as	
“immature”	 or	 “weird”	 according	 to	 our	 peers.	 As	
mentioned	 previously,	 the	 transition	 into	
“adulthood”	also	comes	with	the	expectation	that	one	

is	supposed	to	reach	a	level	of	maturity	as	one	comes	
of	 age.	 To	 argue	 this	 point,	 a	 large	number	 of	 poll-
takers	spoke	out	in	favor	of	wearing	any	costume	one		
would	 like!	 For	 instance,	 one	 poll-taker	 expressed	
their	 aggravation:	 “Next,	 dressing	 up	 is	 going	 to	
become	forbidden	with	this	amount	of	judgement.”	A	
couple	of	responses	also	mention	cosplay,	an	activity	
in	which	people	dress	up	as	characters	from	various	
kinds	of	media	like	video	games	and	books.	It	appears	
that	for	many	poll	takers,	barring	such	expression	of	
creativity	 would	 simply	 be	 inadequate	 on	 such	 an	
elaborate,	 festive	 day.	 From	 this	 support,	 it	 also	
makes	 sense	 to	 see	 that	 teens	 also	 see	 trick-or-
treating	as	a	way	to	socialize	and	hang	out	with	their	
friends.	 This	 group	 of	 poll	 takers	 demonstrate	 that	
they	are	less	focused	on	judging	others	for	what	they	
wear,	and	more	on	the	 fun	to	be	had	on	Halloween	
night.	 After	 all,	 these	 times	may	 only	 last	 for	 a	 bit	
longer,	as	one	response	rationalizes,	“[Teens]	will	not	
be	able	to	[trick-or-treat]	as	adults	so	it	 is	better	to	
make	the	most	of	being	teens	now.”		

	
Should	teenagers	trick-or-treat	on	Halloween?	
119 students voted “Yes.” 
23 students voted “No.” 
 
 
 
 
WHAT TO DO ON HALLOWEEN 
By:	Adriana	Rivera,	2023	

Halloween	 is	 a	 great	 time	 to	 get	 together	 with	
your	friends,	plan	a	group	costume,	and	throw	(or	go	
to)	 a	 party	 overflowed	 with	 guests	 and	 thumping	
music.	If	that	tends	to	not	be	“your	thing,”	however,	
there	are	plenty	of	other	options	to	choose	from.	Here	
are	some	things	to	do	on	Halloween	weekend	if	you	
are	not	going	to	a	party.	

1. Visit	Themed	Attractions	
	New	 Jersey	 has	 plenty	 of	 fun-filled,	 thrilling	
Halloween	themed	attractions	for	everyone	to	enjoy!	
From	 terrifying	 haunted	 houses	 to	 beautiful	 apple	
picking	farms,	here	are	a	few	Halloween	attractions	
and	events:	
Fright	Fest	at	Six	Flags	Great	Adventure	–	Jackson,	NJ	
Brookdale	Haunted	Theater	–	Brookdale	Community	
College	Performing	Arts	Center,	NJ	

AddamsFest	–	Westfield,	NJ	
Apple	Picking	at	Stony	Hill	Farms,	Chester	NJ	
Somerville	Spooktacular	–	Somerville,	NJ	
Fall	Festival	at	Snyder’s	Farm,	Somerset,	NJ	

2. Have	a	Scary	Movie	Marathon	
Scary	 movies	 have,	 for	 a	 long	 time,	 been	 an	
inextricable	part	of	Halloween	culture.	For	this	year’s	
Halloween,	 you	 can	 pick	 out	 classic—or	 more	
modern—horror	movies	and	binge	watch	them	with	
some	friends.	Maybe	even	hang	up	a	white	sheet	on	
your	wall	and	cozy	up	with	some	blankets	and	project	
these	 movies	 on	 the	 big	 screen	 for	 the	 ultimate	
viewing	 experience!	 Here are	 some	
recommendations	 for	 classic	 horror	 movies,	 along	
with	some	great	newer	releases	and	where	to	stream	
them:
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The	A	Nightmare	on	Elm	Street	Franchise	–	HBO	Max,	
Peacock,	Amazon	
The	Halloween	Franchise	–	Amazon,	HBO	Max	
The	Friday	the	13th	Franchise	–	Amazon,	HBO	Max	
The	Scream	Franchise	–	Amazon,	HBO	Max	
The	Shining	–	Amazon,	HBO	Max	
The	Fear	Street	Trilogy	–	Netflix	
Get	Out	–	Amazon	
Us	–	Amazon	
Gremlins	–	Amazon,	Peacock,	HBO	Max	
If	you	are	not	fond	of	scary	movies,	that	is	okay!	Feel	
free	to	curl	up	to	beloved	Halloween	classics	such	as:	
Halloweentown	–	Disney	Plus	
The	Haunted	Mansion	–	Disney	Plus	
Hocus	Pocus	–	Disney	Plus	
Labyrinth	–	Netflix	
Coraline	–	Amazon	
Beetlejuice	–	Amazon	
Casper	–	Amazon	

3. Binge-Read	Scary	Stories	
You	can	also	curl	up	under	a	warm	blanket	with	some	
tea	 or	 hot	 chocolate	 and	 soft	 music	 to	 read	 some	

scary	stories,	appropriate	for	“spooky	season.”	Here	
are	some	recommendations:	
The	Shining	–	Stephen	King	
All	These	Bodies	–	Kendare	Blake	
It	–	Stephen	King	
To	Break	a	Covenant	–	Alison	Ames	
Edgar	Allan	Poe’s	Short	Stories	

4. Bake	Halloween	Treats	with	Friends	
Last	 but	 not	 least,	 you	 can	 get	 together	with	 some	
friends	on	Halloween,	crank	up	the	music,	and	have	a	
more	 relaxed	 get-together	 while	 baking	 and	
decorating	themed	treats	such	as:	
Ghost	Cookies	
Spooky	S’mores	
Pumpkin	Cupcakes	
Zombie	Brownies	
You	 do	 not	 have	 to	 go	 to	 a	 huge	 party	with	 lots	 of	
people	to	have	a	good	time	on	Halloween,	and	these	
activity	suggestions	prove	that	you	can	have	just	as	
much	fun	on	a	low-key	scale.	Whatever	you	chose	to	
do,	remember	to	stay	safe,	have	fun,	and	have	a	happy	
Halloween!	

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
	
 
 
	


