
 

 Maintaining a Classroom Community in a Virtual Environment  

Meeting the Needs of First –Third Graders 

In a developmentally appropriate classroom, primary educators create a 

learning environment that assures each child is a welcome member of the 
community. What if that community only exists on a computer screen? 

Enclosed are some tips to support and inspire teachers as 1st, 2nd, and 3rd grade 

classrooms begin to look very different through the screen of a computer. 
 

 

 

Relationships and interactions 

between children, teachers and 

their peers at school are essential 

parts of a young child’s learning 

and development process. 
 

During remote teaching and 

learning, it is challenging to 

create virtual classrooms that 

bring academics to life, ensure 

students’ sense of belonging 

through reciprocal relationships 

and provide the social emotional 

supports that underpin a 

successful learning environment. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Typically, a rich, warm learning environment is established 

at the beginning of the school year and maintained 

throughout the year. Young learners have grown 

accustomed to that sense of belonging and interacting with 

their classmates. However, in a virtual classroom, primary 

students may feel disconnected, uncertain, or even get 

distracted in their new learning environment. As a result, first, second, and third graders may 

become less engaged, enthusiastic learners in a virtual learning environment. 

In order to address these concerns in a virtual classroom, primary educators should consider 

ways in which to build and maintain a classroom community during remote learning. Just as 

time, effort, and the consideration of students are placed on developing a physical classroom 

community, so too it can translate virtually. The efforts primary educators put into developing a 

physical classroom may be applied to a virtual classroom. 
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Incorporate Virtual Class Meetings 

Young learners need predictability and consistency. Engaging primary students in this familiar routine will lessen 
the disconnection they may feel. Class meetings allow students to gain a sense of belonging, develop social and 
listening skills, engage in virtual interactions, and have an opportunity to express themselves in a supportive, safe 
environment. It can help increase student motivation for learning and sharing during online discussions.  Finally, 
class meetings can help get first, second and third grade students ready each day to take on the academic challenges 
being sent home. 

 

 

Have a growth mindset. Recognize that the interaction will look and feel different. So, use this as an opportunity to be 
creative! 

Do not feel you have to reinvent the wheel. Use what you already know and the resources available to you to adjust 
activities in a virtual environment. 

Establish rules for your online class meetings. Be prepared to explain, remind, and reinforce. 

Start small and then build up! Just as you needed to scaffold the meeting process for students in the physical 
classroom, you will need to do the same for them in the virtual classroom. Consider starting with one of the 
components (greeting, sharing, group activity, and class messages), then add more throughout the next few days or 
weeks. 

 

Find Ways to Establish and Maintain Connections 
Creating a culturally responsive experience while learning in a virtual classroom is crucial. Students’ well-being 
should be a priority by striving to help young learners feel safe and valued while engaging in learning at a distance. 
Primary educators should be responsive to both the academic and social-emotional needs of their students and 
should continue to build and maintain connections. 

 
 

Greet students by name as they enter the virtual classroom. 

Create a playlist of songs to play as you welcome students into the virtual classroom. 

Develop a daily student check-in to observe how students are feeling. Ask students to express how they are feeling 
(e.g., thumbs up/down, use an emoji). 

Build in time for announcements (e.g., birthdays or other celebrations) and free time for students to interact with each 
other. 

Model vulnerability and share your own uncertainties. This will encourage and signal to students that it is okay to have 
these feelings and to express them. 

Conduct “office hours” during which students and parents or caregivers can connect, check-in, or ask for help (e.g., 
messaging, conferencing app, phone or video call). 

Send individual messages to students instead of sending a group email to the class. Using a student’s individual name 
in the email makes him or her feel special. 

Make phone calls or video calls. Reaching out to students, as well as parents or caregivers, shows that you care. 

Mail a brief letter to each of your students and include a self-stamped envelope so they can respond. Sending a letter 
through the mail can ensure equity for students who may not have consistent computer access. 

Use a folder in a computer file-sharing program for students to share art and other work. This allows you to share 
personal positive feedback. 
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