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NOTICE: SUPPORT FOR EDUCATORS  

KINDERGARTEN THROUGH THIRD GRADE PROGRAMS 
 
 
Dear Colleagues, 
 
It is back-to-school time and 2020 looks different from every prior school year. 
  

As children return to school this fall teaching and learning strategies will require some new thinking regarding 
their classroom, remote learning at home, or a hybrid model of teaching and learning. The team of specialists in 
the Office of Kindergarten through Third Grade Education want to provide some support and tips to help you 
navigate the new education environment. Attached you will find a variety of resources to help educators and 
families work together to support young children’s learning.  
 

These resources are designed to help kindergarten through third grade teachers share ideas 
with colleagues and hold learning-based conversations with families.  
 

Meaningful learning partnerships between home and school are especially crucial 
in the early learning years when young children acquire foundational competencies 
such as language, literacy, essential basic mathematical skills, and social-emotional 
skills that strongly affect their capacity for life-long learning and success.  In this 
packet, we tried to address some of those issues because this school year, those 
partnerships are especially relevant.  
 

This packet includes: 

✓ Exemplar letter for families 

✓ A Five Point Learning Communication between School and Home – The Family 5   

✓ Virtual Learning Environment – Developmentally Appropriate Practices for Learning at Home 

✓ Virtual Learning Environment – Guiding Questions for Kindergarten Conversations 

✓ Virtual Learning Environment – Ideas on Quality Practice in a Virtual, Hybrid and School Classroom  

✓ Virtual Learning Environment – Maintaining a Classroom Community 

✓ Young Math Masterminds – Kindergarten 

✓ Young Math Masterminds – Learning Everyday Mathematics 

✓ Young Readers – Building Comprehension for Kindergarten  

✓ Young Readers – Building Comprehension for 1st - 3rd Grade 

✓ Social and Emotional Learning Competencies for Early Childhood Educators 

Reproduction of these documents is encouraged. Please post them on websites or include them in other class communications online or in packets sent home. 
 

We hope these resources will help you create new opportunities in this exciting new school year. 
 

Your K-3 team at the NJDOE Division of Early Childhood Education 
K-3Office@doe.nj.gov  

K-3Office@doe.nj.gov ~ https://www.nj.gov/education/ece/ 
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