
Educators are experts in 
teaching and learning.  
Families are experts in 
knowing their child and 
they can help children 
learn all the time, 
everywhere. Families and 
educators must 
communicate to make 
that happen. 

When parents 
understand what, why 
and how their child is 
learning, they can 
become better partners 
with educators and play a 
meaningful role in 
facilitating the teaching 
and learning process. 

September 2020 

Congratulations on the start of a new school year! 

Our school is partnering with the New Jersey Department of Education, Office of Kindergarten – Third Grade 
Education to share some resources that can help teachers and families work together in supporting young 
children’s learning. 

This Fall, across New Jersey, children have begun learning remotely with technology at home, in their school 
classrooms or through a combination of both places. It does not really matter where that learning occurs; the 
two most important conditions for children’s successful learning is with the support of their families and their 
teachers. Parents and families can support and enrich their child’s learning in any situation. 

Meaningful learning partnerships between home and school are especially important when children are 
beginning their education.  When young children in kindergarten through third grade are starting to build the 
foundation of their education, they are also starting to develop very important skills in language, reading, 
writing, mathematics, critical thinking, social-emotional skills, and other developmental abilities.   

The sample resources in this packet can help us hold meaningful conversations about student learning. 

Begin your review with the resource called The Family 5. It is a simple 
outline that helps explain effective home/school communication 
designed to focus on student learning. Teachers can reuse and 
continually update it with new information as student lessons progress 
throughout the year. This type of communication not only shares 
teaching and learning from school but asks parents and families to look 
for the ways children are applying their new knowledge and share their 
observations with teachers. 

The resources titled Young Readers contain examples of ways that 
families can support their child’s literacy.  

Young Math Masterminds is the title of resources that provide 
examples of math and some practical questions that families can ask 
their child to help them use mathematics in their everyday life.  

There are some resources to explore topics in a virtual learning 
environment. It is best to use this type of resource to have informed 
conversations with teachers who will be thinking, working, and teaching 
in the virtual learning environment.   

Every child develops at his own rate and it is important to select 
learning activities outside of school to support the learning that occurs 
in school. You will find a document that explains “Developmentally 
Appropriate Practices” (DAP) and it includes developmental milestones 
with ranges of behaviors and abilities for children at various ages.  

The issues unique to this school year make learning partnerships between home and school especially 
relevant. We hope these resources will encourage opportunities to create and strengthen learning 
partnerships that support student learning. 

Families should always feel free to ask teachers for more support or ideas to help children learn and grow! 
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