
For students, parents/guardians and staff, 
 
We are all aware of the current media attention surrounding the coronavirus and its impact on 
nations around the world. Fortunately, there are no cases of coronavirus in New Jersey at the 
present time. 
 
First and foremost, I want to assure everyone, that we as a public-school district, follow and 
strictly adhere to board of health requirements and recommendations for all viral, communicable 
and air borne illness mitigation practices. I want to assure you that the district has and 
continually updates emergency plans for all potential situations that might affect our students and 
staff. Further, I want to notify you that we will continue to do so, as that is the most prudent 
course of action at this time. 
 
We have been in contact with the Springfield Township Health Officer, Michael Fitzpatrick, and 
he has advised us that they are not in receipt of any specific procedures to be implemented other 
than what we are currently following for a normal influenza season. Further, if and when new 
directives are put forth from the CDC, we will be notified of such information and are prepared 
to immediately implement whatever those procedures might be. 
 
As I stated earlier, there is much information available through regular media outlets and further 
expanded through social media extrapolation. Social Media information needs to be carefully 
evaluated and its sources verified before the information is accepted as factual. If not, 
unnecessary fears or concerns might be generated. 
 
I ask that you and your family continue to follow appropriate personal hygiene practices at home, 
such washing hands with soap and water, covering your nose/mouth when sneezing or coughing 
and using hand sanitizers when contact with surfaces outside your home are encountered. 
 
In closing, please know that when we are advised to implement new or additional protocols, you 
will be notified as such. In the interim, I have included a link below to some current information 
from the NJ Department of Health and the CDC. 
 
https://4.files.edl.io/f577/02/05/20/204116-7f117494-ee63-48af-bad7-29669bc6b9b7.pdf 
 

Coronavirus: Fact Sheet and Links 
 

What is a novel coronavirus? 

Novel (meaning “new”) coronavirus is a virus strain (COVID-19) that has only spread in people 
since December 2019. Patients with COVID-19 will be evaluated and cared for differently than 
patients with common coronavirus diagnosis. 

Overview of issue/event  
 

• The CDC is closely monitoring an outbreak caused by a new coronavirus in Wuhan, China that 
first emerged in December 2019. 
 

• The outbreak first started in Wuhan, China, but cases have been identified in other 
international locations, including the United States. Entrance screening has been implemented 
at US airports to identify passengers from Wuhan who may be ill. 
 



• It is unclear how easily or sustainably this virus is spreading between people. As this is a new 
virus, there is still much to be learned about how it spreads, the severity of associated illness, 
and other features of the virus. 
 
Main messages/Key messages  
 

• While the CDC considers this to be a serious public health concern, based on current 
information, the immediate health risk from COVID-19 to the general public in the U.S. is 
considered low at this time. 
 

• As surveillance continues, it is expected that more cases will be identified. 
 

• NJDOH is monitoring the situation closely and is proactively preparing guidance documents 
for public health and health care professionals to be able to effectively respond to any cases 
that may be identified in the state. 
 

• NJ Department of Health is working with state and federal partner agencies to establish 
contacts should ill travelers be identified; is creating guidance documents for investigating and 
managing suspect cases and their contacts; and is evaluating and modifying current respiratory 
surveillance to assist in the detection of suspect cases. 
 

Public health recommendations for the public/impacted  
 

• Cover coughs and sneezes with a tissue or sleeve, not your hands.  
 

• Wash your hands often for at least 20 seconds with soap and water. Use alcohol-based hand 
sanitizer if soap and water are not available.  
 

• Clean and disinfect frequently used surfaces at home, work, school, etc. Routinely clean with 
a disinfectant product (EPA registered). 
 

• Stay home if you are sick and avoid sick people. 
 

• Due to the evolving travel guidelines for COVID-19, review and follow CDC travel advisories at 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/index.html for the most current 
information. If you become ill after returning home to the United States, call your healthcare 
provider before going to a doctor's office or emergency department of a hospital. They may 
want to place a mask on you before you enter the building to protect other people. 
 
Should I wear a facemask in the community to prevent COVID-19? 
 

For the general public, CDC does not recommend that people who are well wear facemasks to 
protect themselves from respiratory illnesses, including COVID-19. 
If there is a student/coworker/employee/health care worker who recently traveled to China, 
should they be excluded from work or school?  
People who are not showing any symptoms of 2019-nCoV are not restricted from attending 
school or work. 
 
Is it safe to receive packages from China? 
 

Coronaviruses do not live very long on surfaces, so it is considered to be very low risk to 
become infected by handling a package from China. There have been no evidence to support 
the spread of the virus through imported goods. 



 
Pregnancy & Young Children 
 

CDC does not have information from published scientific reports about susceptibility of 
pregnant women to COVID-19 
CDC does not have information on adverse pregnancy outcomes in pregnant women with 
COVID-19. 
 
Should I be concerned about pets or other animals and COVID-19?  
To date, CDC has not received any reports of pets or other animals becoming sick with COVID-
19. At this time, there is no evidence that companion animals including pets can be infected 
with or spread COVID-19. However, since animals can spread other disease to people, it’s 
always a good idea to wash your hands after being around animals. 
 
Am I at risk?  
 

There are currently no cases in New Jersey. This is a rapidly evolving situation and the risk 
assessment may change daily. The latest updates are available on CDC’s Coronavirus Disease 
2019 (COVID-19) website: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html 
 

Additional Information: 

• Information on the virus from the state: 
https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/topics/ncov.shtml 

• The latest situation summary updates from CDC: 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html 

• Frequently Asked Questions: 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/faq.html 

• Travel Advisory from the U.S. Department of State 
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/traveladvisories/traveladvisories/china-
travel-advisory.html 

• Travel Health Alert Notices (English and Chinese 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/communication-resources.html 

• CDC Travel Advisory to avoid all nonessential travel to 
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/notices/warning/novel-coronavirus-china 
 

24-Hour Public Hotline (中文) 
1-800-222-1222 

Trained healthcare professionals are standing by to answer questions about coronavirus. The call is free. 

 
 
 
Thank you, 
 

Michael A. Davino 
Superintendent of Schools, Springfield, N.J. 


