
Dear Students, Families and Staff, 
 
This letter will provide you with an update to my initial posting, regarding 
concerns associated with COVID-19, the Coronavirus. Please know that all district 
personnel are working diligently to maintain a safe environment within our 
schools. The media frenzy and misinformation regarding the virus requires 
updating the factual information we currently have as often as possible and 
whenever there may be changes to that information. This page and the 
associated district information channels (Facebook/Twitter) will be updated 
accordingly and as quickly as new information becomes available to the district. 
 
We continue to work in the best interests of students, staff and our families by 
maintaining continued contact with all appropriate resources; the Union County 
Superintendent’s Office for the latest Department of Education guidance;  the 
State and County Boards of Health; the Center for Disease Control (CDC); our local 
Springfield offices and agencies; all published and provided guidance by the state 
and federal government offices. 
 
I also want to advise you of some of the preventative measures we have 
undertaken to try to mitigate any potential issues from affecting the Springfield 
Public Schools: 

• We are rigorously cleaning and disinfecting frequently touched 
surfaces with disinfectants that are also green certified. 

• We are reviewing and monitoring student and staff attendance, to 
identify any potential concerns. 

• The Board of Education will review all approved trips and travel going 
forward, as recommended by the local, state and federal 
organizations noted above. 

• As we have seen during previous situations of a similar nature, there 
is concern regarding lost educational time. The State of New Jersey 
does not recognize remote instruction as satisfying the legal 
requirement of a “school day” in statute. We as a district have the 
ability to leverage our technology resources to assist our students 
should such a need arise. We are conducting discussions to 
determine how our technological infrastructure may be most 
effectively and efficiently utilized to address student needs 



consistent with state requirements and guidelines should that 
become necessary. 

 
For your convenience, I include recommendations from the CDC and New Jersey 
Department of Health: 

 
• They recommend washing your hands with soap and water, for at 

least 20 seconds. This is especially true following coughing or 
sneezing by you or those around you. 

• Keep your children home when they are sick. Please communicate 
with your school nurse if there are any relevant symptoms or other 
pertinent information. 

• If your child has been kept home sick, with a fever, they should not 
return to school unless they have been fever-free for 24 hours 
without medication. 

• Try to avoid people who are sick 
• It is not too late to get a flu shot and protect yourself from the 

general influenza. 
 
We will continue to monitor all informational resources and outlets for the most 
current information. We will remain cautious and vigilant, while maintaining an 
informed and appropriate learning environment. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Michael A. Davino 
Superintendent of Schools 
Springfield, N.J.  


