
Advanced Placement Psychology  
Summer Assignments 2016 

 
 
Students are to complete the following assignments in preparation for their entrance into Advanced 
Placement Psychology for the 2016 school year.  All work is to be submitted by the due date and method 
listed below.  All questions should be directed to your teacher at bballetto@springfieldschools.com.   
 
Students are STRONGLY encouraged to purchase the Baron’s AP Psychology book (6th or 7th Edition) 
which is available both online and at the local Barnes & Noble.  This book is extensively used by students 
throughout the year.   
 
Due Dates: 
 
Assignment #1:  Chapter 1 Vocabulary:  Wednesday, August 10th via email 
bballetto@springfieldschools.com 
 
Assignment #2:  Chapter 1 Perspectives of Psychology Research:  Wednesday, August 17th via email 
bballetto@springfieldschools.com  
 
Assignment #3:  Analytical Reading:  Tuesday, September 6th, 2016 (first day of school) printed and 
emailed (for plagiarism verification) bballetto@springfieldschools.com  
 
Quiz Date:   
 
**Quiz Chapter 1 Vocabulary and Perspectives:  You will have a vocabulary and perspectives quiz on 
Wednesday, September 7th, 201 (second day of school).  Students are highly encouraged to have obtained 
their laptops already to be used during tests and quizzes.  You will need to know the definition of each 
word, in addition to being able to identify situations that fall under the principles of a given perspective.  
 
**Reading:  Read Chapter 1 of the student textbook prior to the first day of school.  You will be tested on 
knowledge gained from the chapter.   
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 

Assignment #1:  Chapter 1 Vocabulary 
 

Requirements:  You are to define, as well as provide three applicable examples of each, the following AP 
Psychology terms associated with Chapter 1 “History and Approaches of Psychology”.   
  
Introspection   Psychoanalytic Perspective 
Structuralism   Biopsychology (or Neuroscience) Perspective 
Functionalism   Evolutionary (or Darwinian) Perspective 
Psychoanalytic Theory Behavioral Perspective 
Behaviorism   Cognitive Perspective 
Humanist Perspective  Social-Cultural (or Sociocultural) Perspective 

 



 
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Assignment #2:  Chapter 1 Perspectives of Psychology Research 
 

Requirements:  You are to expand your knowledge of the following perspectives.  This is to go beyond 
the “definitions” that you learned in your previous assignment.  Note:  Part 1, “letters A through D” must 
be completed separately for each perspective, and neatly organized. 
 

1. Psychoanalytic Theory/Perspective 
2. Humanist Perspective 
3. Behavioral/Behaviorism Perspective 
4. Evolutionary (Darwinian) Perspective of Psychology  
5. Biopsychology Perspective 
6. Cognitive Perspective 
7. Socio-Cultural Perspective 

Part I 

For the above theories and perspectives, you are to research the following: 

A)   Explain who founded the perspective, when, and why they founded this theory/perspective of 
psychology 

B)   Explain in DETAIL the purpose of the perspective, including its meaning, and identifying the 
core beliefs of the theory/perspective.  (This is not short answer) 

C)   Provide 3 examples of experiments completed by psychologists who fall under the 
perspective, or held to the theory/perspective.  

D)   Explain how the theory/perspective met resistance in the psychology community when it was 
first created, or even today, as well as the positive effects of this conflict.   

 

Part II 

You are to rank each of the theories/perspectives above based on what you believe (your 
opinion) was the degree of effectiveness/impact they had on humanity.  The first ranked 
theory/perspective should be that which you believe is the most impactful.  Explain why or how 
you came to the conclusions you did for each of your rankings.  

 
 
 
 
 



 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Assignment #3:  Analytical Reading 

 
Each AP Psychology student is required to read one book before entering class in September.  The 
following typed report is due on Tuesday, September 6th, 2016 (first day of school), and must be 
printed.  Students will also submit electronic copies of their work so that they may be checked for 
plagiarism (taking someone else’s work and claiming it as your own).  Any student, who has questions 
regarding plagiarism, should consult a writing manual, and/or contact their teacher.  Choose one book 
from the grouping below.   
 

Book Choices 
Children With Emerald Eyes by Mira Rothenberg 
Dibs : In Search of Self by Virginia Axline 
I Never Promised You a Rose Garden by Joanne Greenberg 
The Man Who Mistook His Wife For A Hat: and other clinical stories by Oliver Sacks 
Musicophilia: Tales of Music and the Brain by Oliver Sacks 
One Child by Torey L. Hayden 
Reviving Ophelia by Mary Phiper 
Sybil by Flora Rheta Schreiber 
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time by Mark Haddon 
They Cage the Animals at Night by Jennings Michael Burch 
Turn About Children by Mary MacCraken 
Twilight Children: Three Voices No one Heard Until a Therapist Listened by Torey Hayden 
A Fractured Mind: My Life with Multiple Personality Disorder by Robert B. Oxnam  
Phantoms in the Brain: Probing the Mysteries of the Human Mind  by V. S. Ramachandran 
 
 

Assignment Requirements:    
 

You will type a three page report that includes the following: 
 
Summary: 20 points – A concise yet comprehensive summary of the subject (not just the plot) of the 

book, and the critical points and topics being presented by the author.  This summary must demonstrate an 

understanding of the psychological principles presented. 

 

Questions raised:  10 points – While reading books dealing with psychological themes, the introductory 

student of psychology will naturally have questions.  List five questions that demonstrate intellectual 

curiosity regarding the subject presented in your chosen book. 

 

Perspective:  20 points – In this section of your report, you must reflect on your personal reaction to the 

general topic(s) being covered by the author.  You are to explain the emotions that were triggered in you 



while reading the book, in addition to providing insight into why you feel those emotions were felt.  You 

must support your response with book content.  Relating this response to real world examples in our 

society, community, or family lives is encouraged. 

 


